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The CPA Exam is widely recognized as one of the most challenging professional certification exams, with four rigorous sections covering a wide range of accounting and business concepts.Success requires discipline, strategic planning, and effective study habits.In this guide, we outline 15 practical tips to help you prepare for the CPA Exam, ensuring
you optimize your study efforts and increase your chances of passing each section. #1 Understand the Exam StructureBefore diving into your studies, familiarize yourself with the structure of the CPA Exam. The exam consists of four sections:Auditing and Attestation (AUD)Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)Financial Accounting and Reporting
(FAR)Regulation (REG)Each section is four hours long, combining multiple-choice questions (MCQs), task-based simulations (TBS), and written communication tasks (in BEC). Knowing the breakdown of question types and scoring weights will help you prioritize your preparation. #2 Create a Study PlanA well-structured study plan is critical to staying
on track. Break your preparation into manageable time blocks, allocating specific weeks for each topic. For instance:Week 12: Ethics and professional responsibilities for AUD.Week 34: Individual taxation for REG.Dedicate at least 1520 hours per week, adjusting based on your personal schedule and deadlines. #3 Use a Reliable CPA Review
Courselnvesting in a quality CPA review course is essential. Popular options include Becker, Wiley, and Roger CPA Review.These courses provide comprehensive study materials, practice questions, and simulations aligned with the CPA Exam Blueprints. Use these resources to supplement your studies and simulate real exam conditions. #4 Focus on
High-Weight Content AreasThe CPA Exam covers a wide range of topics, but not all areas are weighted equally. Focus more time on high-weighted areas, such as:FAR: Revenue recognition and leases.REG: Entity taxation and individual income tax.Prioritize these areas to maximize your score potential. #5 Practice Task-Based SimulationsTask-based
simulations (TBS) often challenge candidates due to their complexity. To excel, practice filling out tax forms, journal entries, and financial statements. For example:Calculate depreciation expense using the straight-line methodApply this formula to real-world scenarios to build confidence. #6 Develop a RoutineConsistency is key when studying for the
CPA Exam. Set aside specific times each day for focused study sessions.For example, study for two hours each morning before work and another two hours in the evening. Establishing a routine helps reinforce habits and improves retention. #7 Take Practice ExamsSimulate exam conditions by taking full-length practice exams under timed settings.
This will help you:Get comfortable with the exams pace.ldentify weak areas.Improve stamina for the four-hour test. Review your performance and focus on the sections where you struggled the most. #8 Use Mnemonics for MemorizationMnemonic devices can simplify complex topics. For example, use DARN IT to remember the six primary
components of internal controls in AUD:DocumentationAuthorizationReconciliationNumbers (accuracy checks)Independent verificationTimely processingThese memory aids make it easier to recall key concepts during the exam. #9 Focus on Understanding, Not MemorizingWhile memorization plays a role in certain areas, understanding the why
behind concepts is critical for long-term retention.For instance, rather than simply memorizing the different types of leases in FAR, understand the criteria that determine whether a lease is classified as operating or finance. Practical understanding allows you to apply concepts effectively in simulations. #10 Use Flashcards for Quick
ReviewsFlashcards are excellent for reviewing formulas, definitions, and key points. Write concise notes for topics like deferred tax liabilities, cost variances, or audit opinions.Carry your flashcards with you and review them during short breaks, such as commuting or waiting in line. #11 Stay Updated on Exam ChangesThe CPA Exam evolves
regularly to reflect industry standards. Review the AICPAs CPA Exam Blueprints to stay updated on content changes and new testing methods.For example, recent updates may emphasize emerging topics like data analytics or changes in tax laws. #12 Leverage Online Communities]oin online forums and social media groups where CPA candidates
share tips and experiences. Platforms like Reddits r/CPA or LinkedIn groups offer valuable insights, such as:Study techniques.Recommendations for review materials.Encouragement and motivation.Engaging with others who share your journey can reduce feelings of isolation and boost your morale. #13 Take Care of Your HealthNeglecting your
physical and mental well-being can hinder your performance. Incorporate these habits into your routine:Exercise regularly to reduce stress.Get at least 78 hours of sleep each night to improve focus.Maintain a balanced diet for sustained energy. Remember, a healthy body supports a sharp mind. #14 Stay FlexibleLife often throws unexpected
challenges, so remain adaptable. If you fall behind schedule, reassess and adjust your study plan rather than rushing through material.For example, if a family emergency disrupts your schedule, shift your focus to high-priority areas and extend your timeline, if possible. #15 Visualize SuccessPositive visualization can boost confidence and motivation.
Imagine yourself successfully passing the exam and earning your CPA license. Remind yourself of the long-term benefits, such as career advancement and increased earning potential, to stay motivated during tough moments. Frequently Asked QuestionsHow many hours should I study for each CPA Exam section?Most candidates dedicate 80120
hours per section, depending on familiarity with the material. A consistent study schedule spread over 68 weeks helps ensure thorough preparation.What is the best way to prepare for task-based simulations (TBS)?Practice regularly with CPA review courses that include TBS examples. Focus on applying concepts in real-world scenarios, such as filling
out tax forms or preparing journal entries.Should I take all four CPA Exam sections back-to-back?It depends on your schedule and ability to retain information. Many candidates take one or two sections at a time to maintain focus and reduce burnout.How can I stay motivated while studying for the CPA Exam?Set achievable milestones and reward
yourself for meeting them. Join online CPA communities for encouragement and share progress with peers facing the same challenges. Bottom LinePassing the CPA Exam is a demanding yet achievable goal with the right approach. By following these 15 study tips, you can prepare effectively and improve your chances of success. Focus on
understanding the content, practice consistently, and maintain a disciplined routine.Remember, this journey requires dedication, but the rewardsboth personal and professionalare well worth the effort. With perseverance and strategic planning, youll be on your way to earning your CPA certification. VANCOUVER Its widely known that Core 1 is the
first module in the Chartered Professional Accountant Professional Education Program (CPA PEP). Whats less known is that it is arguably the most challenging of all modules. Facts show that more candidates fail Core 1 than any other module.Ill be honest, Ive coached more CPA candidates in Core 1 than in any of the other modules. The top reasons
candidates struggle with Core 1 are: 1, its a fast-paced module; 2, the classes are self-led with little guidance; 3, the wide range of topics; 4, the time constraints of the cases; and 5, the challenge of finding 12-17 hours study time per week.Luckily, for every challenge, there is a solution. I recommend you apply these six strategies to help you pass
Core 1.#1: Get organized.Youll get access to the Desire2Learn (D2L) platform about a week before the official module start date. Use this week to get ahead. Download and print the learning materials (IPs and PCs) and start your readings. Believe me, youll wish you had more time as the module progresses.Then make a plan. Write out your life
circumstances (family, friends, work, hobbies) and plan how much time youll spend on each, and organize your calendar appropriately. The week before the exam is crucial. Make sure you dont have any commitments planned. Here is a sample action plan to help you stay organized:Before Core 1:Find a study spaceClear clutterGet notebooks and
study toolsDownload, print and organize the learning materialsDuring Core 1:Study technicals and make notesAttempt MCQWrite IPWrite PCPrint solutions and debriefMake more notes and build flashcardsPre-exam:Review your notes and flashcardsRe-attempt PCsPractise with mock exam casesTake a day off before the examFinal reviewDont study
on the exam day#2: Manage your stress.If you stick to your plan, youll diminish most of the common stress factors. The reality is that there will be times when youll feel mentally exhausted. Follow these stress management best practices:Eat healthySleep wellExercise oftenDiscuss with a study partnerlf you reach a point where you are failing your
weekly assignments, find support quickly. Look for supplementary resources, join a peer study group, ask for a study mentor at work, hire a study coach, or find a study partner.#3: Study smart.You can make your life in Core 1 easier by studying the smart way. First, find your study style:Do you take lots of notes?Do you like to colour code?Do you
prefer computer notes or paper notes?If you like writing paper notes and using lots of color, create colour codes for the technical topics. For example, the IFRS criteria can be red, while the ASPE green. Hopefully you would have figured out your study style in the undergrad studies, but in case you didnt, the two best practices are to summarize
information and to write notes in your own words.Heres a sample action plan to Core 1 smart studying:Step 1: Read the eBook and make notes.Step 2: Attempt the MCQsStep 3: DebriefStep 4: Apply what you learned on IPsStep 5: Debrief againStep 6: Attempt the PCStep 7: Debrief againStep 8: Go back to your notes and add lessons learned from the
PC#4: Debrief all the timeAs you notice, I use the word debrief often. Its a very important concept; it means to compare your attempt with the solution and actively learn your mistakes. Candidates often develop most of their skills at this stage. Constantly debrief after each assignment and feed your new knowledge into your master notes.Also keep in
mind that in the first few weeks, you will go over the 60-minute time limit on the practice cases. It's not only okay, its smart, because you're learning and there is no sense in rushing without learning the structure of cases.#5: Handle the MCQs strategically.Though MCQs seem like a breeze compared to case writing, dont underestimate their
difficulty. Youll be hit with tough topics on the exam. I suggest to:Practise with all MCQs provided in the moduleBudget your time during the exam (you have around 2-minutes to answer each MCQ)Move on when youre stuck.#6: Master case writing.Case writing is both an art and science. There are many schools of thought to effective case writing.
Here are my top tips for Core 1 case writing:Follow the CPA Way (i.e., issue, analysis, recommendation)Take your time when reading and planningDevelop your own writing styleFormat well (headings, subheadings, tables, bullet points, bolding)Try memorizing technicals (opening the Handbook or Income Tax Act takes away valuable time)Qualitative
analysis is just as important as quantitative (dont focus on the numbers)Know the exam blueprintOne of the challenges I mentioned was the wide range of topics. Thats mostly a myth because there are key topics that are more testable than others. Know the exam blueprint and understand that some competencies will not be tested. In Core 1, you
won't get Strategy and Governance (S&G) nor Management Accounting (MA), you dont need to focus on those, yet.ConclusionDespite the fact that Core 1 has the lowest module pass rate at 80 per cent, it is not impossible to pass. Its designed to be challenging to prepare you for you career as a CPA.In my typical workday, as an accounting manager
and CPA exam coach, I juggle changing priorities, integrate conflicting information, make quick calculations and give recommendations to various stakeholders. After going through Core 1, I find that candidates have improved not only their technical accounting knowledge, but their skill of prioritization.Dont shy away from the challenge. Be smart
and embrace the CPA journey.Gevorg Grigoryan, CPA, is an accounting manager and instructor, mentor and coach to students in the CPA program. VisitGevorg CPAto learn more and subscribe to GevorgsYouTube channel to access CPA program videos. The PEP Readiness Initiative is specifically for candidates preparing to start the Core 1 module.
This initiative provides essential resources to boost technical readiness, time management skills, and study strategies before beginning the CPA Professional Education Program (PEP). These resources are designed to help candidates understand how to use available tools and approach Core 1 effectively. A 60-minute session that guides you through
effective preparation techniques. It introduces the structure of Core 1 and provides tips for building study plans. The webinar also covers using tools like uWorld for adaptive learning and case writing tutorials to develop problem-solving skills essential for Core 1 and beyond. A one-on-one, 15-minute session with a CPAWSB Academic Advisor, offering
personalized guidance tailored to your preparation needs. Advisors provide insights on structuring your study schedule, setting achievable goals, and suggesting specific technical areas you may need to review. Access to uWorld, an adaptive learning tool designed to strengthen your technical competencies. Through interactive practice questions and
feedback, candidates can reinforce their foundational knowledge and identify areas that may need further attention. Tutorials focused on building case-writing skills that are vital for Core 1 and the CPA PEP. These tutorials help candidates understand how to structure responses, analyze case requirements, and apply technical knowledge effectively,
setting a strong foundation for future modules and the Common Final Examination (CFE). The PEP Readiness Initiative starts each session the week after Core 1 registration ends. Available at no cost to all candidates registered for the upcoming Core 1 module. Resources are available on D2L within the Introduction to PEP upon enrollment with the
School. This initiative ensures candidates enter Core 1 fully prepared, equipped with the knowledge, skills, and tools needed for success. For further assistance or questions about the initiative, contact us at [emailprotected]. Preparing for Core 1 of the CPA Canada PEP program can be challenging. With the right study strategies, you can make your
progress easier and more effective. By using a mix of study techniques, practicing active learning, and staying organized, you can improve your chances of passing the Core 1 exam. In this article, Ill share helpful study tips to prepare for Core 1 and help you get set up for success on the exam day. What does Core 1 test? Before diving into study
strategies, its important to understand the competencies youll be tested in Core 1. This module covers Financial Reporting (FR), Assurance, Tax, and Finance. Of these, FR is the biggest part of the module and the exam. Here is the exam blueprint, showing the weight of the four technical competencies assessed in the Core 1 MCQs: At Core 1 level,
the focus will be on fundamental concepts rather than advanced material. For example, in the Tax section, you wont need to study rollovers, reorganization, or acquisition of control impact. These are too complex for Core 1. Instead, the focus will be on personal and business related tax issues, filing and payment deadlines, classifications of employees,
and so on. Check out my Ultimate Guide for CPA Canada Core 1 for more details on what to review. How exactly do you study? There are many different study methods: Active recall Spaced repetition Mind mapping Summarization Feynman technique PQRST (Preview, Question, Read, Summary, Test) PQ4R, (Preview, Question, Read, Reflect, Recite
and Review) Ive tried most of these methods and the one that I found to be most effective is the active recall. It means to retrieve information from memory without looking at your notes. This method is effective because it forces your brain to work harder, making the learning process more active and engaging. Here are a couple of practical methods
to implement active recall in CPA studies: Quizzing: One of the best ways to apply the active recall technique is to quiz yourself. For example, after reading a chapter on audit assertions, create a list of questions based on the key concepts covered (or use the end of chapter questions) and try to answer without looking at the notes. This tests your
understanding and also helps to find areas where you need to review again. Flashcards: Flashcards are an excellent tool for studying key definitions and concepts. Write important terms, formulas, and concepts on one side of the card, and their definitions or explanations on the other. This method allows for quick reviews and can be especially helpful
for retaining complex information. Make sure to regularly shuffle the cards and quiz yourself to ensure youre able to recall the information xx. How do you take notes? Effective note taking helps with understanding and retention of important concepts. Heres a suggested technique: Step 1: Read the chapters title, heading and subheadings. This will
tell you how big is the chapter and how much space/time you need to take notes. Step 2: In a physical notebook or digital note taking app, create an outline using the chapters headings and subheadings. Leave space under each heading to add key points. Step 3: As you read each section, write down the main ideas in your own words under the
corresponding heading. Keep it brief, focusing on key concepts. Youll know whats important based on highlighted keywords. For example, in the chapter below, the word WACC is highlighted in green. This tells us its important. Also the WACC formula is highlighted, this means its important too. The remaining paragraphs are not highlighted, so they
can be less detailed or even skipped. Below is example of how our notes on this section would look like: Youll notice its brief, in bullet form, and doesnt have filler words (like the, of, since). These are just visual distractions, we can skip them. Step 4: Color code or underline important terms, formulas, or definitions to easily spot them when reviewing
later. Step 5: Create 1-2 sentence summary at the very end to wrap-up what you just read. Step 6: Periodically review your notes before the exam to refresh your memory and ensure retention. For FR competencies, its helpful to prepare separate summaries for IFRS and ASPE. This lets you to clearly identify differences between the two frameworks.
Should you study alone or in a group? When I was a CPA student, I tried both studying alone and in a group. I found studying alone worked better for me. Ive had friends who studied in a group, or with a study buddy, and they said it helped them a lot. So it depends on your preference and whether you can find a group that matches your study style.
Studying in a group has lots of benefits. Collaborating helps to improve your understanding. One of the most effective ways to deepen your understanding is by explaining topics to others. When you communicate your thoughts, you reinforce your own knowledge and identify any gaps in your understanding. For example, discussing complex concepts
like the various IFRS 15 steps with peers can help clarify details that might be confusing when studying alone. You can also quiz each other. This method encourages active recall, making it more likely that youll remember the information during the exam. You can incorporate a mix of question types, like MCQ, true/false, or case AOs, to cover a range
of topics and difficulty levels. You can also mark each others cases and get feedback.Study groups also give motivation and accountability, helping you stay on track with your study schedule. Stay organized Finally, staying organized is crucial for maximizing your study efficiency and ensuring you cover the study material effectively. One of the best
ways to do this is by creating a study plan. Outline what topics you plan to cover each week leading up to your exam, breaking down larger subjects into manageable sections. Fore Core 1, the module syllabus is a good starting point to build the plan. A study plan helps you allocate enough time for all chapters, preventing last-minute cramming and
reducing stress as the exam date approaches. Also, its helpful to track your progress. Keeping a checklist of topics youve covered, or tracking of your AO grades, allows you to visualize your achievements and see what still needs attention. Extra resources Sign up for CPA Review courses for exam strategies, technical summary notes, mock exam cases
and extra set of MCQs. I want to start this off by telling you the good news the pass rate for CPA Core 1 was 79.4% and 81.9% in 2019 and 2020 respectively (source: CPA Canada). If you are taking Core 1, then I know there is no need to tell you that this means, statistically speaking, you are a lot more likely to pass than fail (4 out of 5 exam-writers*
passed). statistically speaking, you are a lot more likely to pass than fail. The answer is to plan, work hard and be kind to yourself. I will talk about these 3 in detail in the following paragraphs which would then be followed by what to do prior and during the module.Note, even though this post is written based on a regular core module (8 weeks), you
can apply the same principles to Extended Core 1 (20 weeks). In the future, I will publish a similar post for extended modules as well as I am taking Extended Core 2 for the Winter 2020 Session.RELATED Densmore for CPA PEP Are The PEP Essentials Packages Worth 1t?Once the module starts, it will happen so quickly that without advance planning,
you will suffer.My recommendation is to clear your calendar for 8 weeks and accept the fact that travelling and having a social life is not possible. Your life will consist of work and CPA only.The good news is you will most likely only have to be this strict for Core 1 for a number of reasons: For Core 1, there is one more module workshop weekend than
Core 2 and the Elective modules (4 7-hour days in total**) You will most likely be overwhelmed by the different types of module assignments (MCQ, practice case, integrated problem) and deadlines as they are all new to you You will go into shock realizing how long the weekly readings will take you (e.g., over 100 pages to read for one of the weeks)
unless you are already very familiar with the pre-requisites If you have never written a case using The CPA Way before, it will take you a while to familiarize yourself with it hence taking more than the suggested 60 minutesSo, dont plan a party or a trip during the 8 weeks (not even a long weekend trip). This way, if something unexpected comes up,
you will have some breathing room for a short break. RELATED POST CPA PERT Technical Competencies ExamplesI cant speak for everyone (surely there are some geniuses out there) but most people I know, including myself, had to work their butt off for Core 1. designed for you to learn and build your knowledge and skills over the 8-week period so
you can demonstrate competencies in both during the 4-hour exam.The module is not designed for you to procrastinate last-minute and pass. It is designed for you to learn and build your knowledge and skills over the 8-week period so you can demonstrate competencies in both during the 4-hour exam.This might sound odd at first but let me
explain.Because the module is designed to be challenging both academically and professionally, there will inevitably be times where you doubt your own ability and whether you got it in you to succeed. You will not be alone because many of us felt the same when we did Core 1 (heck, some would probably feel that throughout the journey and that is
normal). Also, being able to recognize what your shortfalls are demonstrate maturity and self-awareness and that is the first step to improvement.~More CPA Posts~CPA PEP Module Regular Module or Extended Module?CPA PERT Ultimate Guide on How to Get Your First Experience Report via EVR ApprovedCPA PEP How To Debrief Cases
EffectivelyThis section talks about the study methods that either worked for me or wished I had done but your learning style might be completely different. I still hope it will be useful for you as a reference or as a starting point. Take out the textbooks you used in college as they will be great supplementary materials to the weekly readings if you
struggle with a certain concept Try to read all the emails you get from CPA to get an idea of what to expect and Google different study strategies and experiences to narrow down a couple of ways that might work for you (like this post) In addition to clearing your calendar, schedule blocks of study time during the week and also on the weekends (tip:
use the Monday Hour One technique); it is important to have a study schedule ready when you start the module because you would want to find out what doesnt work as soon as possiblel approached the weekly readings and assignments in the following order:Readings (6 12 hours)MCQ (1 hour)Practice Case (2 hours infinity. but you must keep it
under 2 hours or you will never have enough time to debrief)Integrated Problem (2 3 hours)The time you will spend on reading varies because it depends on how strong your foundation is. The material is a mix of refresh and new knowledge so the stronger your foundation, the less time you will spend on the readings. However, it is safe to schedule
anywhere from 6 to 12 hours per week depending on how much reading there is. My first step is to always find out how many pages the chapters add up to so I can have a rough idea before I even start.Also, make notes. I cant stress how important it is to make notes that are in bullet-point form with shorter sentences from the weekly reading. I know
some people who managed to somehow have time to make notes in their own words (HOWWWWW?) but I would simply copy and paste from the paragraphs and massage them a little to make them easier to read without the non-essential information. You will thank yourself when you study for the exam because it is impossible to review the chapters
in full again.For the cases, I know people who would spend a full day on them because it is extremely hard for them to stop and let go. Note, suggested time is only 60-minute for a practice case because this is what you will be given on the exam. Those people would fall into this rabbit hole trying to look for the right answers. However, at your
orientation workshop, you will be reminded repeatedly that debriefing the cases is as important, if not more important, than attempting the case itself. This is because debriefing the case properly is 50% of the learning.Your facilitator and exam marker are looking for the full package not your fancy quantitative analysis or the recommendation alone
but competencies all the way from identifying the issue to making a supported recommendation.One of the most important things I have learned from my Core 2 module workshop is that good enough is enough. Your facilitator and exam marker are looking for the full package not your fancy quantitative analysis or the recommendation alone but
competencies all the way from identifying the issue to making a supported recommendation.This means not getting stuck on any part of a case (e.g., the quantitative analysis) and do your best and move on.SUGGESTED POST What to Study for CPA PEP Core 2 Exam?Your Week 8 assignments are due less than a week before your exam date which
means your study review would start around the time Week 7s assignments are due. This is going to be challenging because you will be studying on top of the weekly readings and assignments. Some people would choose not to attempt Week 8s cases because they accumulated enough marks to be eligible for the exam.However, I would suggest trying
your best to attempt anyway so you can get your facilitators feedback. If you havent already, at this stage, make sure you are writing the case in 60-minute and then submit. This is to ensure you know where you truly stand in terms of case-writing.To come up with a study plan, I sat down and had the calendar in front of me. I then came up with the
following list:Review Week #1 Notes (1 2 hours)Attempt Week #1 MCQ without notes & review the answer key for both correct and incorrect responses (1 2 hours)Attempt Week #1 Practice Case (1 hour) and debrief (45 minutes)Attempt Week #1 Integrated Problem (1.5 hours) and debrief (45 minutes). continue for the rest of the 7 weeksIf you add
the time up and multiple it by 8 weeks, it will take a minimum of 48 hours or an average of 3.5 hours per day for 14 days. However, if you have been doing well for the 6 weeks leading up to this, you might not need as much as you thought for some topics.The key takeaway is to make sure you have a study plan. You will find that having a plan helps
ease your anxiety as well so it is more than just blocking time to study.I took the day off work and treated myself to a stay (read about it here) at a hotel close to the exam centre the day before the exam. In hindsight, I wish I was prepared enough to not have to study the day before as it will help me relax. So, my suggestion to you is to create your
study plan (previous step) with that in mind.If that is not possible, at least make sure you have no other obligation that day (work, family, friends etc). Eat well and go to bed early. Dont try new and exciting food to avoid an upset stomach (my sisters advice for me actually).If at 10 PM, you start questioning yourself why havent you worked harder or
studied more, remember you need to be kind to yourself. You might not realize then but you will later when your loved ones and closest friends tell you how crazy hard you worked.You got this.Wake up early, have a light and safe breakfast and arrive at the exam center early.l would avoid reviewing your notes because it will do nothing positive other
than increasing your anxiety. Also, avoid chatting with people just before the exam because they might say something (e.g., do you know how to recognize revenue?) that might trigger your anxiety. Trust me, you know how to recognize revenue after 8 weeks of doing nothing but.The last thing you will need to do is your lucky ritual if you have one. I
dont really but I lost track of the number of times I made a wish at 11:11 AM*** prior to this.I want to remind you again that the CPA Core 1 Module is designed to be challenging but not impossible (remember, most people passed). All you need is a plan and a lot of effort. You might not have time to reflect at the moment but you will realize the
module teaches you more than just the technical skills. It teaches you your learning style, how to be self-motivated and truly balance work, school and life.*people who are absent from the exam do not count towards the average**subject to changes as CPA adopts the new virtual format*** I function in 24-hour format and do not consider 11:11 PM the
same as 11:11 AM :p In this article, I will provide information about the CPA Canadas Core 1 module, outlining the basics, format, assignments, assessment, examination, and tips for successfully passing the module.Related readings: Whats Core 1?Core 1 is the first of six modules in the CPA Canada Professional Education Program (PEP) that will
lead you to the Common Final Exam (CFE). Completing the core modules (Core 1 and Core 2) is required before you can choose your elective modules, complete the capstones, and sit in the CFE.The objective of Core 1 is to teach and test you on financial reporting (FR), Assurance, Tax, and Finance. Of these, FR is the biggest part of the module and
the exam.Examples of FR topics include:Revenue recognitionFinancial instrumentsNon-monetary transactionsRelated-party transactionsPPEInventoryCore 1 is provided in an online format, with all assignments, readings and quizzes taken on the website Desire 2 Learn (D2L). Youll get access to D2L about a week before the Core 1 start date.How long
is it?Core 1 is 8-weeks long and most students take this standard 8-week path. However, you can take the extended version and finish Core 1 in 5 months. This is recommended for students who are busy or like to study in a slower pace. You can also challenge Core 1, where you skip the entire module and just take the exam. This is allowed only in
special circumstances, such as for internationally trained accountants under MRA/MOU.You can also complete Core 1 in a format called fast-track. With fast-track, you take Core 1 and Core 2 together. This is the fastest way to finish the CPA program. I recommended fast-track only for those who are not working, because you wont have time to do all
the assigned readings if you work full-time or part-time.Is there an instructor?Youll be assigned an online facilitator at Core 1. Their job is to answer questions via email, provide feedback on assignments, help you find information, and facilitate the forums. You wont see them in-person, since the module is online.There is also a module workshop
(MWS)and an orientation workshop (OWS). These workshops are mandatory two-day events, where youll participate in several activities led by a session leader. These activities include a review on technical material and case writing techniques. I previously worked as a session leader with CPA Canada.Prior to the workshop, youll be required to
complete workshop pre-work and submit to D2L dropbox. Surveys are also required to be completed after each workshop. Workshops are your only chance of seeing someone live, so I suggest taking advantage of them and asking lots of questions. You should also network with your classmates and try to form a study group.What are the assignments?
Core 1 module consists of weekly assignments that are made up of:Multiple-choice questions (MCQs)Integrative problems (IPs)Practice cases (PCs)MCQs are small problems that test on various technical topics.Below is an example of a Core 1 MCQ:The IPs are short-answer assignments that test the technical material learned in the weekly unit. Below
is an example of Core 1 IP:The PCs are 60-minute cases designed to simulate the actual Core 1 module exam. Below is an example of Core 1 PC:Most students find the exam to be harder than the PCs, so I suggest practicing with retired exam cases (discussed below) and mock exam simulations.The IPs and PCs are to be completed using Microsoft
Word and Excel, and uploaded to D2L weekly. The deadline is typically Friday night. Your facilitator will personally mark and provide you with feedback a few days after submission. Feedback is provided in the form of an Excel file, referred to as the Feedback Guide (FG), which will show you how you scored in each assessment. Solutions will
automatically be provided to you upon submission. If an assignment is not submitted, the solutions will be released after the deadline.Below is an example of a Core 1 FG:Each row in the feedback guide is graded as:No (N): You didnt attempt the element (Note: Each element in FG is known as MPI, which stands for minimum proficiency indicator)
.Partially (P): You attempted the element to some degree.Yes (Y): You fully achieved the element as needed.The MCQs are marked automatically by the system.You will also be provided with retired exam cases (actual cases from past module exams). These are optional but I recommend to practice them under time-constraint to see how ready you are
for the final exam.How is it graded?The IPs and PCs are made up of assessment opportunities (AOs). Grades are provided individually by AO and will be ranked as one of the following:Competent with distinction (CD): Above the required answer, much detail was provided.Competent (C): Well-balanced response. This is what youre striving for.Reaching
competent (RC): Identified the AO, but the response lacks depth and/or breadth (missing some critical points)Nominal competence (NC):Attempted but lacked a sufficient analysis or completely inaccurate.Not addressed (NA): Didnt attempt to answer the AO. Usually when you are out of time or dont catch it.Your target grade for an AO is a C. The PCs
have 5 AOs and the IPs will range from 3 to 6 AOs. The actual Core 1 exam will have 5 AOs.The RC/C scores in IPs and PCs give you certain number of points. To be eligible to write the exam (discussed below), you need to get at least 75% total grade from your weekly assignments. The course is weighed as follows:IPs: 30%PCs: 30%Unit quizzes and
MWS pre-work: 30%MWS participation and OWS: 10%You should not worry about getting this 75% threshold. Most student reach the 75% mark and get to write the exam; the real challenge is passing the exam.Whats module syllabus?The syllabus lists the weekly readings and assignments. You can use the syllabus as a checklist and narrow down
topics to study. To download the syllabus, click here.What are the exams?There is only one final exam at the end of the module. The exam is 4 hours and consists of 75 MCQs and one 60-minute case. Some students write the 75 MCQs first then tackle the case, others write the case then answer the MCQs. I recommend that you start with the
case.Below is the exam blueprint that shows the weighing of the 4 technical competencies tested in Core 1 MCQs:As you can see, Financial Reporting is the biggest subject. I recommend that you spend most of your study time on FR. Its important to note that the exam is not based on the syllabus, its based on the CPA Canada Competency Map. So
there will be topics tested in the exam that you didnt see in the syllabus, PCs, and IPs. You should expect to see surprises.How many tries do I get?You have 3 attempts to pass Core 1. If you dont pass in your first try, you can challenge the next exam without taking the entire module again. If you dont pass in your second try, youll need to re-take the
entire module for 3rd and final attempt. If you dont pass in your third attempt, youll be de-registered. Here is further reading on how to re-register and try Core 1 for the 4th time.What are the textbooks?Each study unit in the Core 1 syllabus covers chapters in the Learning eBooks. The Learning eBooks are PDF textbooks given to you by CPA Canada
when you register for Core 1. The eBook chapters provide e-lessons, technical drills, examples, summary problems and so on. While it may not be possible for you to study each eBook chapter, prioritize the subjects you see more frequently on cases, such as revenue recognition. Here is more information on how to download the CPA Canada Learning
eBooks.You will also be provided with the CPA Canada Handbook. This will contain Financial Reporting (eg IFRS and ASPE) standards.The platform that has the Handbook and other authoritative materials, such as the Income Tax Act, is known as Knotia. You will be using the eBook and Knotia (which has the Handbook, ITA, etc) throughout the
module. Here are tips on how to access and use the Handbook.You dont get access to the eBook during the exam, but you get access to the Handbook. Youll use Handbook to look up the accounting standards and the tax rules. Youll also be provided with a cheat sheet during the exam, with a list of common ratios, a tax shield formula, and other
relevant tax information. You cant take your own notes to the exam.What should I study?As you saw in the blueprint, FR is the biggest portion. I suggest spending most of your time studying the FR area. The exams case portion will mainly test on FR, and 1 or 2 other areas (eg. Assurance, Finance and/or Tax). For example, your exam case may have 3
FR AOs (eg. revenue recognition, PPE, impairment), 1 Tax AO (eg. small business deduction) and 1 Assurance AO (eg. control deficiencies). Or it may have 4 FR AOs (eg. revenue recognition, PPE, impairment, inventory) and 1 Assurance AO (eg. procedures). This changes every semester and I can provide you tips and estimates on what I think will
come up in my Core 1 success program.For the MCQ portion, FR is again the most weighted subject. I suggest that you practice D2L MCQs in FR, Assurance, Finance and Tax areas. Dont study Management Accounting or Strategy and Governance, these are not tested in Core 1 at all.I give more tips on how to prepare and pass the Core 1 exam in my
YouTube channel (Gevorg, CPA).Whats the Core 1 pass rate?The Core 1 pass rate is around 75%.Why do students fail Core 1?There are many reasons why students dont pass. First, Core 1 is a fast-paced module and its difficult to complete all the readings. It is also a self-lead course; while there is a facilitator for questions, you are responsible for
managing your time, planning your readings and understanding the material.Secondly, the module has a wide range of topics, which most find challenging to keep track and remember. This makes the MCQs very difficult, because they have a variety of complex technical topics.Thirdly, the cases are very time-constrained and most find it difficult to
complete within the 60-minute time frame. You will need to have at least 50 WPM typing speed and good understanding of topics because you wont have time to think during the exam.Overall, not having enough time to study and time management during the exam are the biggest reasons students dont pass.Note that the exam results are curved
based on average performance and CPA Canada doesnt reveal how they mark the exam. From my experience, passing the exam requires getting only RC and C grades, with only 1 or max. 2 NCs. If you get 2 NC grades, you will need several Cs to offset it.Do I need a tutor?Hiring a tutor is a personal preference and it depends on your circumstances.
A CPA tutor brings their expertise, helping to identify your weaknesses, reinforce your strengths, teach complex topics, reveal what topics are most tested through analyses of the Competency Map and exam blueprint, thus helping you speed up your study time and increase your chances of passing the exam.If you attempt Core 1 by yourself and dont
pass it, I suggest that you consider getting a tutor. But if you are successful, then you can keep doing what works for you.Extra resourcesExtra Core 1 resources are available at Core 1 Review course. Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of
cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and
our Privacy Policy. 1. Take The CPA Exam As Soon As Possible Start Today! There is no "perfect" time to take the CPA exam and the longer you procrastinate the harder it will become to pass. Be aware that in order to sign up for the CPA Exam you will need to meet your states specific education, residency, age and citizenship requirements. You also
need to understand the CPA Exam Application process as it is a process that takes a long time and proper planning. You will have 30 months to pass the CPA exam once you have passed your first section so you need to choose the order you take the CPA exam very carefully. I recommend you start with the CORE CPA section that you are most familiar
with the content whether it's FAR, AUD or REG. Then typically you will want to take your Discipline last or right after the corresponding core section (ie REG then TCP etc...). At the end of the day there is no wrong answer when picking a section to take first as long as your answer isn't to procrastinate! What Does A Certified Public Accountant (CPA)
Do? According to the AICPA, "The Uniform CPA Examination protects the public interest by helping to ensure that only qualified individuals become licensed as U.S. Certified Public Accountants (CPAs). Individuals seeking to qualify as CPAs the only licensed qualification in accounting are required to pass the CPA Examination." Wall Street, our
clients and our communities rely on us to keep our economy and governements honest! What does this mean for YOU though, is passing the CPA exam actually worth it? Here Are 10 Reasons You Need To Become A CPA It will be one of the most satisfying achievements of your life. It will fundamentally change how your career progresses if you play
your cards right. You will have instant ability to command a higher salary either by asking for a raise or finding a new job. You will have the flexibility to do what you want with your career and wont be stuck on one path. You will have instant respect among your peers and community. You will recession proof your career by joining the 40% of
accountants who have passed the CPA exam. You will know that you have done everything in your power to be the best that you can be. You will have a leg up on the non-CPA competition at any job you apply for. Internal or external. You will have three awesome letters after your name. You can throw it in the faces of all the people who doubted you!
Is The CPA Exam Only For Public Accountants? The CPA exam is NOT just for public accountants! If you have aspirations of jumping into private or governmental accounting positions, starting your own firm, joining the FBI or CIA or even becoming a professor, passing the CPA exam will absolutely get you there faster than any other professional
license. Passing the CPA Exam gives you the freedom to become more flexible with your career than you ever could without becoming a CPA. Need proof? Talk to any of the dozens of headhunters who are constantly calling you and see what they say. Am I Too Old To Sit For The CPA Exam? It's never too late to sit for the CPA exam! The older you are
the harder it will be to find a new job, move into a new position or start that post-retirement side business you have always wanted to create. The good news is that even if you haven't been in college for a decade or two, the CPA review courses have you covered. They will teach you EXACTLY what is tested on the CPA exam. If they don't you can
always use a service like CPA Tutor Boost and hire a one-on-one tutor to help walk you through any difficult concepts. 2. Mental Preparation Is A CPA Exam Requirement If you are serious about starting, studying and passing the CPA exam on your first try then it is imperative you go all in. If you are not 100% mentally prepared to pass the CPA exam
then you will procrastinate, lose focus and fail. Here are the five steps to follow to mentally prepare for your journey to passing the CPA exam. How To Mentally Prepare For The CPA Exam Prepare for the fact that you may fail this exam Determine what is less and more important than becoming a CPA and prioritize your time accordingly
Communicate with your family about what it will take to pass Keep a list of reasons WHY you must become a CPA Expect to NOT understand everything you learn the first time around If you do not mentally prepare for the CPA exam then you are setting yourself up for burnout and failure. 3. AICPA Recommends You Study Between 300-400 Hours For
The CPA Exam... My recommendation is that you should ignore that recommendation and just focus on your personal situation, your work schedule and your family life. If you are a slower learner then you are going to need more time and you will need to adapt. Passing the CPA exam is all about maximizing your short term memory so the quicker you
can sit for the exam the better. This may sound counter intuitive but the less time you give yourself to study, the more pressure you are going to feel to get things done and the faster you will get through the material and the more fresh it will be on exam day. Think of it this way. If you give yourself 16 weeks to study, you will burn yourself out. You
won't feel pressure to get studying done early on. You will also have a much harder time remembering what you taught yourself in the early weeks because it will be stale by exam day and out of your short term memory. How Many Hours Do You REALLY Need To Study For The CPA Exam? Aim to study 20 hours per week Give yourself between 6-12
weeks to study maximium per section Cut out all of your distractions in life Study with high intensity Set micro-goals for yourself attached to micro-rewards for hitting your goals Remember the CPA exam is designed to mirror what you will experience during busy season so treat it the exact same way. Plus a positive side effect is that your studying
won't drag on for an eternity the harder you push yourself! 4. Don't Stress About Scheduling Your CPA Exam Sections A huge rookie mistake CPA candidates make is trying to plan out all four sections of the CPA exam far in advance. PLEASE DON'T DO THIS! The key to passing the CPA exam is to remain flexible. With a pass/fail rate that averages
around 50% per section you can't risk locking yourself into a set schedule that doesn't account for failure. This is a recipe for losing $250+ in CPA exam scheduling fees or more. 5 Simple Steps to Signing Up For The CPA Exam: Signing up for the CPA exam doesn't have to be painful, follow these 5 steps and you will be set 1) Review Your Exam
Requirements - refer here for specific state requirements 2) Submit your exam application and find a CPA review course that maximizes how you learn best 3) Request and forward your transcripts to your state board of accountancy 4) Pay your CPA Exam fees to receive your notice to schedule (NTS) 5) Schedule your exam at your local Prometric
center 5. Plan For Your Journey To The Prometric Center (They Don't Mess Around) Have you ever been to Fort Knox? If not, you will have a somewhat similar experience visiting your local Prometric Testing center. They take cheating that seriously (No Joke!). Prometric is a national standardized test taking center that works with NASBA to proctor
your exams. Here is a quick list of everything you need to know before entering a Prometric Center. What Can't I Bring To The Prometric Center For The CPA Exam? 1) No calculators 2) No pen, paper or any other material (unless you request them in advance) 3) No electronic device whatsoever 4) No watches (no covert spying device) 5) Expect TSA
style ID check and scan (includes security wand check) What Should I Bring To The Prometric Center For The CPA Exam (SOURCE) 1) Bring two forms of ID that match your NTS (ID = Drivers License, valid credit card passport, etc...) 2) Arrive at least 30 minutes early to ensure you have time to sign in and go through the security process. 3) A
locker will be provided for you to place all personal belongings. How Many Hours Is The CPA Exam At Prometric? (SOURCE) 1) You have four hours to complete each section of the CPA Exam 2) Your exam will have a countdown timer for you to track your total time remaining 3) After each testlet you will be given the option to take a short break, but
remember that the clock keeps ticking! Choose your time wisely. The reason it's so important to understand what happens at a Prometric Center is to do everything possible to reduce your test anxiety. The fewer surprises you have, the more you can focus on the task at hand. 6. Never Try To Guess Your CPA Exam Score (Easier Said Than Done...) It
is not easy to understand how the CPA exam is graded. The best resource for understanding how the CPA exam is scored is at the followinglinkprovided by the AICPA. How Is The CPA Exam Graded? The CPA exam is an extremely complex exam that has many different variables that can affect your score. Getting a 75 does not mean you got 75% of
the questions correct! It is more of the percentile of where you scored compared to everyone else who took the exam. The following is my understanding of the factors that go into your exam: When taking your exam there will be some "pre-test" questions which are essential questions that are being given a test run to see how test candidates score to
them. These questions are not included in your score and are not graded. Don't forget that the CPA exam is an adaptive test that will change in difficulty based on the questions you are answering correctly. So if you are answering the difficult questions correctly the next multiple choice section will contain increasingly difficult questions. Points are
given to multiple choice questions based on difficulty. So even though you are maybe getting several wrong in a difficult multiple choice section you still may receive more points than those test takers who did not advance to the more difficult multiple choice section but were still in a medium level. So don't feel discourage if you feel like the questions
are insanely hard. Key Takeaway The reason I provided you with this information is to prove to you that there is absolutely no way you can know how well you scored on the exam (even if you walk out 100% sure you failed). There are to many variables to take into account and if you start to try to calculate them in your head, you will lose valuable
focus and motivation. Just take your exam and immediately begin thinking about starting your next exam. Easy enough right? FYI - Be sure to check out CPA Exam Score Release Schedule frequently to know when your next score will be released. 7. Find A CPA Review Course Based on How You Learn Best Without a doubt the most important step in
passing the CPA exam is picking a CPA review course that maximizes how you learn best. If your course isn't designed based on how you actually learn it will lead to busy work and inefficiency. But don't just focus on the study materials themselves either. It's crucial to have access to mentorship, tutoring and accountablity to ensure you are using your
study materials the RIGHT way to ensure your success. Here Are The 7 Steps To Picking The Best CPA Review Course Step 1: Determine How Do You Learn Best? Think back to college and write down at least three of your study strengths and three weaknesses. If it helps you can take a personality quiz like the Enneagram to help you determine this.
PRO TIP: Focus on identifying study activities that were efficient and helped you actually understand materials. Example: I preferred to read the text and solve the problems on my own (class was NOT a learning experience for me) and I discovered that making in-depth outlines of my textbook was actually busy work and not productive studying. Step
2: Determine If You Are A Visual Learner or Self-Studier? Based on how you determined you studied best would you say that you prefer to study on your own and teach yourself the material OR do did you do your best learning in the classroom? Step 3: Identify The CPA Exam Study Materials That You Need Based On Your Learning Style If You Are A
Self-Studier... If you determined you are more of a self-studier then you need to focus on finding a CPA review course that focuses on providing a solid textbook, pre-made flashcards, and tons of multiple choice and minimal video lectures. If You Are A Visual Learner If you determined that you did your best learning in the classroom then you need to
focus on finding a CPA review course that provides you with the BEST video lectures or possibly find a live/virtual class to attend, a program that links the multiple choice very well with the lectures, and a course that has an in-depth study planner to keep you structured. Step 4: Complete Your CPA Review Course Research Find a trustworthy review
site to make sure you get the inside scoop on all of the avilable CPA Review Courses. If you trust me, head to my Top 10 Best CPA Review Courses Comparison Page and filter by Self-Studier or by Video Lectures and read my assessments of each course. Link: Step 5: Try The CPA Review Courses You Have Identified After identifying 2-3 CPA review
courses that match how you learn best, give each course a trialYou can also compare some of the most popular courses individually at the links below: Wiley CPAexcel vs Becker CPA Review UWorld Roger CPA Review vs Becker CPA Review Kesler CPA vs Becker CPA Review Step 6: Find The Largest Discount Available For Your CPA Review Course



Once you find the CPA review course for you then head to my CPA Exam Guide Review Course Discounts Page and ensure you are getting the best deal possible! Link: Fun Fact: I bundle my mentorship program Ultimate CPA Exam Guide with the majority of the most popular CPA review courses. You can learn more here! There are also significant
savings for bundling. Step 7: Sign Up For My Free CPA Exam Mentoring Course To Learn How To Maximize Your CPA Review Course Join my free study personalty type quiz and get free training on how to maximize your CPA review course. See you on the inside. Link: Join Free Interactive CPA Course Training As many of you know from myUltimate
CPA Exam Guide Mentorship CourseandiTunes Podcast, I failed the first 4 sections of the CPA exam in a row by a range of a mere 2-6 points. What was I doing wrong? I treated the CPA exam like a college test!This meant I was going through the lectures + highlighting like a robot. Then I would read through the text and make any notes on the
important concepts I saw, and then make my own flashcards on top of that. Itried to memorize the entire textbookfor every section! For most of us, this was no problem in college, because the tests were much MUCH less broad. The CPA exam is a beast of an exam, unlike anything you have ever done before, and requires study tactics unlike anything
you have had to perform. The moment of clarity happened for me when I found out I had failed the 4th part of the CPA exam. I decided that this test was no joke, and if I was going to succeedl was going to have to drastically change my study method. How To Create A CPA Exam Study Plan That Works Step 1: Identify Your Primary Learning Resource
As always, you need to determine your study personality before you start studying and using a CPA review course. To use myself as an example, I discovered that I am a self-studier. Meaning that I learn best by reading and teaching myself. So I decided that it would be in my best interest to cut out the video lectures and just focus on reading the text
and answering questions and then only use video lectures as a reference if needed. As you know CPA Review Courses have two primary resources. Their lectures and the textbook. They both present the same information just differently. So it's best if you figure out which resources helps you learn the fastest and use that as your primary learning tool.
That being said, if for any reason you come across a topic that is too complex to teach yourself, or you find yourself spinning your wheels, then you NEED to go to the video lectures or the text and see if their explanation helps you. If that still doesnt work then it is time to contact customer service or visit the forums for help. Just remember that the
CPA exam is so broad that it is not the most effective way of studying if you end up spending several hours on one topic, so pick your battles wisely. RESULT:Saved me 15-20 hours per section (70 hours total from my review course) Step 2: Cut Out Study Activities That Are Busy Work Remember that as you study for the CPA exam that your MOST
valuable resource is time. You don't have time like you did in college to take notes over everything. You also can't expect to be able to just cram before your exams and re-learn everything in the earlier chapters. You have to be smarter. For example, instead of making my own flashcards, I just invested in pre-made cards. Then IF I ran across
something that I didn't want to forget I would make a quick flashcard for it. I focused on just-in-time learning instead of shotgun learning where I made flashcards for anything and everything. RESULTS:Saved me around 1 hour per week for each section X 24 weeks (based on studying for 6 weeks per section) = approximately 25 hours Step 3: Avoid
Spinning Your Wheels At All Costs Spend no more than 3-5 minutes on a multiple choice question.Use the analytics provided by your review course to measure how long on average you are spending on each multiple choice question and if it is longer than 5 minutes you need to find ways to speed up your test taking. The goal being that you need to
prepare yourself for the real CPA exam. The CPA exam is so incredibly broad that if you spend 15 minutes on one multiple choice question it just isnt efficient in the broad scheme of things. Just keep moving and flag the question and save it for later so you can address it if you have time later on. Spinning your wheels also makes you indecisive which
can be very dangerous as well.The worst part of the CPA exam multiple choice questions are that there always seems to be 2 right answers. It is up to you to determine which one is most correct, because unfortunately there is no partial credit! I always found that going with my gut was always better than just sitting there for an extra 2-3 minutes
second guessing myself. Dont let this be you. If you find yourself spinning your wheels, write the question down and save it for later. If you still don't get it then outsource it to your CPA review courses support or hire a CPA exam tutor to help! RESULT:Before I changed my study tactics, I typically answered 1,200 practice questions for each section at
an average of 4-5 minutes per question. By making a concerted effort, I successfully shaved 30 seconds off the average time of each question which equates to 40 total hours saved (or 10 hours per section). This allowed me to spend that time researching why I got certain questions wrong and strengthening my knowledge of that section. Total Time
Saved Breakdown Skipped Lectures and highlighting: Saved 70 hours Skipped making my own flashcards and outlines: Saved 25 hours Cut AVG time spent per question by 30 seconds: Saved 40 hours Total time saved: 135 hours! Key Takeaway Once I implemented these changes to my study schedule, my scores jumped 5-15 points per section!lt is
not because I was studying less, but because I was studying the way that works best for me. By cutting out all of the excess fat in my study schedule, I was studying more efficiently and the rate of my learning and retention skyrocketed! Please understand that these tips worked for me, but they may not work for everyone. You know yourself better
than anyone else, so please do yourself a favor and step back for a minute and look at how you are studying. Do you see any inefficiencies or ineffective study activities that you are performing? If so cut them out immediately and spend that time doing more productive studying that is actually going to help you learn the material. The review courses
today try to cater to as many different types of people as possible, but you are unique. Sodont be afraid to do think outside the box like I did. The results can be amazing! If you are afraid you are using the wrong CPA review course or just not happy with it, then you can always use myCPA Review Course ComparisonToolhere to see if the way you learn
best matches with your current review course. If not and you are struggling to pass just like I did, then it might be time to make a change 9. Constantly Be Reviewing Everything You Have Learned From Your CPA Review Course The #1 mistake I made while studying for the CPA exam is studying in a linear fashion. Go through chapter 1, check Move
onto chapter 2, check Continue onto chapter 3, check! Repeat until final chapter AND freak out! Forgot everything I learned in early chapters and have to scramble to re-learn right before exam Fail Even with today's advanced "adaptive" or "smart" learning technology that is being heavily marketed by all the major CPA review courses is not enough
to save you from this linear study plan. What's the solution? A. B. R. - Always Be Reviewing Setting aside just 15-30 minutes every other day to review will make a huge difference in how well you remember the material on exam day. This is a process I like to call "CPA Exam Study Looping." How To Implement CPA Exam Study Loops Watch your CPA
Course video lectures/read text for Chapter 1 Move onto chapter 2 and complete your learning activities Set aside 15-45 minutes loop back and review chapters 1 & 2 Move onto chapter 3 and complete learning activities Loop back and review everything you have learned so far from chapters 1-3 Repeat until you complete all chapters within 10 - 14
days of your exam date Need Help Implementing CPA Exam Study Loops With Your CPA Review Course? How you implement study loops is going to depend on your CPA review course, your schedule and many other variables. I put together brief tutorials for UWorld Roger CPA and Wiley CPAexcel here for your reference. I teach this process in great
detail in my mentorship program Ultimate CPA Exam Guide and have a complete CPA Exam Support System for you to help you stay on track. You can absolutely try to implement this all on your own using the steps above or I can speed up your learning curve by teaching you step-by-step how to do all of this to help you avoid any confusion and trial
and error. For more info on how to implement these strategies, check out www.cpaexammentor.com 10. Use CPA Exam Flashcards Every Day Out of all of these CPA exam tips, I would not be a CPA today if it wasn't for the flashcards that I used to study and memorize definitions. I made the early mistake of trying to make my own flashcards which
turned into busy work. I found that the pre-made flashcards offered by various CPA review course companies work best and then when you see something that is tripping you up, that's when you make your own. 11. Create A CPA Exam Final Review Study Funnel To DOMINATE On Exam Day [Most Crucial Step] Without a doubt, the MOST crucial
period of your journey to passing any exam is the final 14 days prior to your exam. This is also known as your Final Review Period. You need to have a plan of attack for how you are going to ensure you remember what you need to know on exam day. Feeling overwhelmed about this process? Ive got your back! Introducing the Final Review Study
Funnel I want to share with you a study tactic that helped me pass the CPA exam (and more importantly has helped hundreds of my students recall what they need to on exam day). Its called a Final Review Study Funnel which is part of my CPA exam coaching course Ultimate CPA Exam Guide or Kesler. The entire concept behind this Final Review
Study Funnel is for you to funnel out everything you already understand so that you can focus on topics you dont understand that you will need to know for exam day. This is a simple 14-day process that any accountant can implement. Lets get started! Phase 1: 14-4 Days Before Exam Your Final Review Study Funnel starts when you are 14 days out
from your exam day. At this point you should be through all your study materials and have a decent grasp on the material (assuming you have made time to review the topics as you progress). Your goal in Phase 1 is NOT to learn new material, but to start reviewing everything you have learned. There are four steps you need to follow in this process:
Step 1: Day 14 & 13 Before Exam Take two comprehensive practice exams over EVERYTHING on days 14 & 13. Pro Tip of The Day: For your practice exams, Id take at least 100-120 multiple choice questions. Simulations or Essays arent an efficient way to study at this point in your Final Review Study Funnel. Pro Tip #2: If you feel like you are
starting to see the same multiple-choice questions over and over it might also be time to invest in some fresh multiple-choice questions. I highly recommend the Gleim Megabank, its what I personally used to pass the CPA exam and will absolutely give you more than enough fresh questions to test your knowledge. Quick Link: Gleim CPA Megabank
Step 2: Days 12-4 Before Exam Once you complete your practice exam(s), look at your results in your analytics looking for trends in the areas that you scored weaker. Any area you do not feel confident, record it and set aside an hour or two each day to deep dive into all those topics. Step 3: Days 12-4 Before Exam What does a Deep Dive look like? I
recommend that depending on your learning style, you find those topics in your text book, find the video lectures, or even utilize your flashcards or notes and use these resources to ensure you UNDERSTAND the material and not just MEMORIZE it. When you understand the material, you will be able to find the right answer no matter what question is
asked of you. After you have reviewed these struggle topics then I would create another practice exam specifically over those struggle topics to ensure you helped your understanding. Step 4: Days 12-4 Exam Repeat steps 1-3 over and over until 3 days prior to your exam. Phase 2: 3-2 Days Before Exam By this point you will have taken close to a
dozen multiple choice practice exams with an overall focus of identifying your weaker areas and you should be feeling confident. Now its time to recreate the Prometric Center Holy Cow This Is Actually Happening Type Test Taking Experience. Heres what you need to do: Step 1: Lock yourself in your room for the allotted time for your exam. Turn off
your Cell Phone and close out of your social media on your computer and use this opportunity to do your best to create a truly simulated exam experience. A great way to help you with this experience is to utilize the built in Exam Rehearsal feature that Gleim offers within each of their review courses. Its the closest thing to the real exam that I have
found after reviewing close to a dozen CPA review courses. I highly recommend it. Step 2: Be sure to follow the rules for your exam. If theres a mandatory break, take it. If you are allowed scratch paper, use it. If your test is broken into testlets, go through each testlet, double check your answers and then move onto the next testlet and dont go back
to the previous testlet and make changes just like you wouldnt be able to do on your exam. For essays and simulations follow exactly what you would be expected to do during the real exam as well. Step 3: Put pressure on yourself! Taking professional exams is more than just about understanding the material its about being MENTALLY prepared as
well. Take these exams seriously. Step 4: Dont get discouraged if during these practice exams you dont receive a passing score. Remember, there are so many variables going into the grading of your real exam and even some questions that arent graded at all! Your grade on these practice exams is NOT an accurate representation of what your grade
would be if it was the real thing. Just focus on time management and mental prep during these Exam Rehearsals and forget the rest! Phase 3: 1 Day Before Exam The day of reckoning is upon us! What should the final day before your exam look like? Well heres what I did. NOTHING I relaxed and took it easy. I had a ritual of watching one of my
favorite movies Wall Street to help pump me up. Id prepare a pre-exam playlist for my car ride over mostly the original Rocky Soundtrack. Then I would do some very light studying that involved reviewing some flashcards and re-reading my priority notes. But that was it. No practice exams no multiple choice or simulations. At this point give your
brain a well-deserved rest before exam day! And most importantly you can rest easy knowing you just completed your Final Review Study Funnel and will be able to walk confidently into your Prometric Center and dominate your exam! For more info on Final Review Study Funnels, check out www.cpaexammentor.com 12. Avoid CPA Exam Depression
- Know The Signs A dangerous side effect of taking the CPA exam is absolutely depression. Even if you are passing sections right and left you are not immune. Here are some big signs you may be experiencing CPA exam depression: Trouble eating or sleeping Mood swings Difficulty focusing at work Difficulty enjoying your time with family and friends
(feeling guilty for not studying) If any of these signs begin interfering with your life it may be time to take a break from the CPA exam and do something to get your mind off of studying. I always found treating myself to a night out at the ball park or going on a weekend get away was enough to recharge my batteries and get me focused again on
what's important in my life. Check out this Podcast episode, I know it will help you stay motivated when the going gets tough. (iTunes Source) If you are still struggling with CPA exam depression then consider starting our free CPA Exam Coaching Video Series. It will help get you back on track. 13: Don't Spend Too Much Time On Practicing
Simulations Simulations are random, are all designed differently and are typically focused on a specific topic. For this reason I don't recommend spending significant amount of time taking practice simulations. You absolutely need to use practice sims for time management, to understand the structure and the design of how to answer simulations
efficiently, but using them as a study tool to learn the material is not efficient. Instead of taking hundreds of practice sims you are better off focusing on taking as many multiple choice as you can and focusing on the explanations for why the question is right or wrong. You will cover a wider variety of topics and it will help you understand the material
much more effectively than taking hundreds of practice simulations. 14: Don't Forget About Friends & Family While Studying For The CPA Exam Far to often I see CPA Candidates forget about their friends and family when studying for the CPA exam. After a couple months go by they start to feel trapped in a bubble where they feel no one
understands what they are going through. This is a dangerous situation to be in and can absolutely lead to CPA exam depression. Communication with family and friends is a must during this time. You need to utilize them as accountability partners to keep you focused on your ultimate goal. You also need to use them as rewards for hitting your study
goals as well. I interviewed some awesome folks who can help you navigate the messy world of family and friends + studying for the CPA exam. Please sit down and listen with your family and friends. (iTunes Source) 15: Notify Your Employer Of Your CPA Exam Plan If you are working in public accounting, it's expected that you will be studying for
the CPA exam. But if you aren't then you need to take extra care to communicate with your employer what you are going through and what your schedule is to take the CPA exam. MOST importantly is to keep your mouth shut around your peers. The last thing you want is for co-workers to pop into your cube asking how studying is going. Keep your
head down, stay focused and let everyone know when you passed! You will also want to follow these 17 study tactics for CPA candidates working full time that helped me study better. To help you navigate communication with your employer, I interviewed a friend of mine Lucas Cherry who was working full time and we delve into how he managed
studying and working a new job full time. Case Study #1: (iTunes Source) Case Study #2 Case Study #3 16. Lookout for the 30 Month CPA Exam Time Limit! One of the most cruel parts about the CPA exam is that once you pass your first section of the CPA exam an 30 Month countdown timer begins. If you are unable to pass the remaining 3 sections
in that 30 Month time frame you will lose credit for your first section you passed and you will be forced to retake the exam. When I was studying for the CPA exam I passed FAR on a hail mary pass, meaning that I took FAR in the final window before I would have lost the first section I had passed. Thankfully I passed with flying colors but I know
countless CPA candidates who were not as lucky as I. This is why planning which section to take last is almost as important as which one to take first. 17: Determine The Best Time To Study For The CPA Exam Every Day Are you a morning person or a night owl? Do you have a long commute? Take a long lunch? Eat dinner at work? Live near a coffee
shop or library? These are all questions you need to answer when crafting your study routine. I high advise that you utilize every second of your day to the fullest for two reasons: You maximize the amount of studying you get done every day So you have time every day to do something you want to do When I was studying for the CPA exam I
determined I was a night owl and here is what my daily routine looked like during the week: Go to work at 8 Study for 45 minutes during lunch Get home by 5 Work out for 30-45 minutes Eat Dinner and shower Study from 7:30-10:30 Grab an adult beverage and watch a favorite TV show Go to bed and repeat Your routine will look very different than
mine but the key takeaway is that you need to find your routine and stick to it! 18. Lack of Confidence Does Not Mean You Aren't Ready To Sit For The CPA Exam The CPA Exam is designed to make it so you never feel ready to sit for your next section. Is this cruel and unusual? Yes absolutely! But nothing worth having ever comes easy. Think of it this
way, the worst that can happen is that if you fail you will lose a bit of money and some time. Compare this to healthcare, if you fail someones life is at risk! Take comfort in the fact that if you screw up on the CPA exam no one is going to die! Study as hard as you can, stick to your deadlines and do the best you can. If your best isn't good enough to
pass, then learn from your mistakes and repeat. If I can come back from failing all four sections in a row, I KNOW you can do this. For more info on HOW to gain more confidence, check out www.cpaexammentor.com 19. Your Mock CPA Exams Are For Testing Knowledge And Time Management The final week before your exam is going to be full of
dry runs at taking the real deal. Simulated CPA exams are crucial to your success for two reasons. It tests your overall knowledge It allows you to practice time management Understanding the material is only half the battle of the CPA exam. You need to go into each section with a plan and you need to practice this plan as many times as possible.
Each section is going to have multiple testlets and because of how the exam is designed, once you complete a testlet you can't go back to it. Here's what you need to do to prepare for each section of the CPA exam: Determine how much time to give yourself per testlet - typically no more than 45-60 minutes per testlet Save at least 10 minutes per
testlet to double check your answers and for intelligent guessing Plan to take the optional break! Save yourself extra time for simulations Keep track of your time as you progress Practice Practice Practice! For more info on HOW to find time to study and pace yourself, check out www.cpaexammentor.com 20: Don't Let Passing or Failing A Section Of
The CPA Exam Derail Your Motivation One of the most dangerous times in your journey to passing the CPA exam is right after you have failed or passed a section of the CPA exam. You will enter an extreme valley or an extreme peak that can lead to a complete lack of motivation to study. On one hand if you fail, you will feel hopeless and want to give
up and you question why you are even studying for this exam. On the other hand if you pass, you will gain overconfidence and you will likely risk not studying nearly as hard. If either of these occur you need to fall back on your accountability partners to keep you focused on your ultimate goal of passing the CPA exam! And if you don't have anyone in
your life to keep you accountable, focused and motivated then you need to find a CPA exam mentor like Monica did. Monica didn't let failing 9 times keep her from living her dream of passing the CPA exam. Which is why she found a CPA exam mentor! 21. Find A CPA Exam Mentor A common misconception is that the only tools you need to pass the
CPA exam are hard work and a solid CPA Review Course. The problem with ONLY using these two tools is that you inevitably start re-creating the wheel. Meaning that you have to figure the following out all by yourself... Still have to figure out how to study the right way How to sign up for the CPA exam How to recover from failure (or passing) a
section of the CPA exam Teach yourself complex accounting topics that you may not have learned in college Learn how to manage your stress levels Bottle up all your CPA exam emotions because no one else understands what you are going through And that's just half of what most CPA candidates experience! But there is another tool (or person) who
can help you solve lifes frustrations with the CPA exam that you and your CPA review course can't easily do... What is a CPA Exam Mentor? When I was studying for the CPA exam I tried all kinds of different mentors... Shady Forums Random blogs & youtube videos that offered vague and only mildly useful advice... It wasn't until I finally sucked up my
ego and asked the people in my life who had passed the CPA exam for advice did I actually make any progress or meaningful change in how I studied. What I learned from these successful CPA candidates is the reason I am a CPA today. In fact I created an entire mentorship method revolving what I learned and implemented from this advice. It's
called the Ultimate CPA Exam Guide Method or as the cool kids call it, Kesler Method. I used this method to pass the CPA exam and have taught it to thousands of CPA candidates around the world since 2015 with unbelievable success.What is the Kesler Method? Now the Kesler Method in a nutshell is this: You need to opitimize your three primary
resources as a CPA candidate: 1) Your Time 2) Your CPA Review Course 3) Your CPA Exam Mentor(s) When these are properly optimized for your specific situation then something pretty cool happens You will have the PERFECT STUDY PLAN in place to achieve the PERFECT GRASP of the AICPA Blueprints. Then when you sit for the exam,
regardless of what happens, you will have the PERFECT SUPPORT in place to keep you going no matter what happens. Now this is where things get very exciting (and why I'm a CPA today)... When you have the Perfect Study Plan + the Perfect Grasp of the AICPA blueprints + the Perfect Support team in place to keep you focused, organized and
motivated you achieve what's called the ATOMIC EFFECT. This is another way of saying that you have become an unstoppable force of CPA passing power and you will stop at nothing until you have passed this beast of an exam. Interested in achieving the ATOMIC EFFECT? Check out www.cpaexammentor.com It's a free training that will walk you
through the steps you need to follow in order to implement the Kesler Method + achieve the ATOMIC EFFECT. There is also an option to apply to join my premium mentorship program Ultimate CPA Exam Guide which is the single fastest way to achieving the Atomic Effect and passing the CPA exam with your specific CPA Review Course. The PEP
Readiness Initiative is specifically for candidates preparing to start the Core 1 module. This initiative provides essential resources to boost technical readiness, time management skills, and study strategies before beginning the CPA Professional Education Program (PEP). These resources are designed to help candidates understand how to use
available tools and approach Core 1 effectively. A 60-minute session that guides you through effective preparation techniques. It introduces the structure of Core 1 and provides tips for building study plans. The webinar also covers using tools like uWorld for adaptive learning and case writing tutorials to develop problem-solving skills essential for
Core 1 and beyond. A one-on-one, 15-minute session with a CPAWSB Academic Advisor, offering personalized guidance tailored to your preparation needs. Advisors provide insights on structuring your study schedule, setting achievable goals, and suggesting specific technical areas you may need to review. Access to uWorld, an adaptive learning tool
designed to strengthen your technical competencies. Through interactive practice questions and feedback, candidates can reinforce their foundational knowledge and identify areas that may need further attention. Tutorials focused on building case-writing skills that are vital for Core 1 and the CPA PEP. These tutorials help candidates understand
how to structure responses, analyze case requirements, and apply technical knowledge effectively, setting a strong foundation for future modules and the Common Final Examination (CFE). The PEP Readiness Initiative starts each session the week after Core 1 registration ends. Available at no cost to all candidates registered for the upcoming Core 1
module. Resources are available on D2L within the Introduction to PEP upon enrollment with the School. This initiative ensures candidates enter Core 1 fully prepared, equipped with the knowledge, skills, and tools needed for success. For further assistance or questions about the initiative, contact us at [emailprotected].
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