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Edgars	Cervantes	/	The	Android	Authority	And	now	most	people	know	that	there	are	two	main	mobile	operating	systems:	Google	Android	and	Apple	iOS.	There	used	to	be	many	more,	but	now	almost	every	major	mobile	device	uses	one	or	the	other.	This	site	has	Android	in	its	name,	so	visitors	may	ask,	"What	is	Android?"	Here!	Even	if	you're	a
smartphone	pro,	there's	a	lot	to	learn	from	the	sections	below.	But	if	you're	new	to	smartphones	or	just	new	to	Android,	this	is	the	place	to	get	the	world's	most	popular	operating	systems.	What	is	Android?	Here	are	the	basics	IMEL	/	Android	Authorityroid	is	a	mobile	operating	system	that	has	been	around	for	almost	15	years.	You'll	find	that	you	think
of	it	mostly	as	the	basic	operating	system	for	phones	and	tablets	around	the	world.	In	addition,	other	operating	systems	natively	support	Android	apps,	including	Chrome	OS	and	Windows	11.	Android	is	the	most	popular	operating	system	in	the	world.	GlobalStats™	Statcounter	positions	the	Android	mobile	operating	system	market	share	at	69.74%	in
January	2022.	This	is	a	significant	margin	ahead	of	Apple's	iOS,	which	is	the	world's	second	most	popular	mobile	operating	system	at	29.49%.	The	official	Google	Play	Store	has	more	than	2.6	million	apps,	but	you	can	also	download	apps	from	the	web.	This	diversity	makes	these	phones	very	powerful	and	customizable,	but	they	are	also	prone	to
viruses	and	other	types	of	malware.	If	you	don't	know	what	some	of	these	terms	mean,	don't	worry	-	we'll	explain	everything	in	detail!	What	is	an	operating	system?	Jimmy	Westenberg	/	The	Android	Authority	If	you	ask	"What	is	Android?"	Only	useful	if	you	know	what	an	operating	system	is!	In	short,	an	operating	system	is	computer	software	that
works	to	integrate	hardware	and	software	resources.	It	allows	different	types	of	hardware	to	work	together,	providing	a	platform	for	different	software	to	work	with	that	hardware	and	then	with	other	software.	RELATED:	What	is	SOC?	Everything	you	need	to	know	about	smartphone	chipsets.	If	this	still	confuses	you,	consider	the	analogy	of	a	play.	To
play,	you	need	a	stage,	lights,	microphones	and	other	equipment.By	Edgar	Cervantes	/	Android	Authority	Most	people	know	that	there	are	two	main	mobile	operating	systems:	Google	Android	and	Apple	iOS.	There	used	to	be	many	more,	and	now	almost	every	major	mobile	device	has	one	or	the	other.	This	is	a	site	called	Android,	so	visitors	may	be
wondering:	What	is	Android?	"That's	a	big	question	and	we'll	answer	it	here	as	best	we	can!"	Even	if	the	smartphone	is	professional,	there	is	a	lot	to	learn	in	other	departments.	However,	if	you're	new	to	the	world	of	smartphones	or	Android,	this	is	a	great	place	to	get	up	to	speed	on	the	world's	most	popular	operating	system.	What	is	Android?
BasicDavid	Imel	/	Android	Authority	and	is	a	mobile	operating	system	that	has	been	around	for	about	15	years.	First	and	foremost,	you'll	find	it	as	the	go-to	system	for	phones	and	tablets	around	the	world.	In	addition,	other	operating	systems	support	Android	apps,	including	Chrome	OS	and	Windows	11.	Android	is	the	world's	most	popular	operating
system.	in	2022	month	of	January.	GlobalStats	Statcounter	has	a	69.74	percent	share	of	the	Android	mobile	operating	system	market.	The	official	Google	Play	Store	has	more	than	2.6	million	apps.	apps,	but	you	can	also	install	apps	from	the	web.	This	strain	makes	these	phones	very	powerful	and	customizable,	but	also	makes	them	vulnerable	to
viruses	and	other	malware.	If	you	don't	know	what	some	of	these	terms	mean,	don't	worry:	everything	we're	going	to	explain	is	covered	in	detail!	What	is	an	operating	system?	If	you	ask	Jimmy	Westenberg/Android	Official,	what	is	Android?	"You'll	probably	hear	it	again	-	it's	an	operating	system.	This	is	useful	if	you	know	what	the	operating	system	is!
In	short,	it	is	a	computer	software	that	integrates	the	operating	system,	hardware	and	software.	Working	with	different	hardware,	it	simultaneously	provides	a	platform	for	different	software	bites	to	work	with	that	hardware	and,	accordingly,	with	other	software	information.	Related:	What	is	SOC?	Everything	you	need	to	know	about	your	smartphone
chips.	Still	thinking	in	a	confusing	way,	consider	the	analogy	of	a	stage	play.	You	need	decorations,	lights,	microphones	and	other	hardware	to	get	into	the	game.You	also	need	actors,	theater	team,	bailiffs	and	other	employees	who	may	be	similar	to	the	software.	In	this	analogy,	a	kind	of	director	is	similar	to	an	operating	system	to	serve	as	a	channel
task,	which	enables	everyone	to	have	the	cooperation.	Without	a	director,	they	have	many	unused	equipment	with	a	group	of	people	who	do	not	know	what	to	do.	Your	phone	and	your	applications	you	want	to	install.	Where	can	you	find	Android	from	the	telephones	to	Smart	Watches	Esic	Zeman	/	Android	Authority,	most	people	think	of	Android
telephones.	Although	it	is	true	that	most	devices	are	smartphones,	there	are	many	other	Android	devices	on	the	ship.	It	also	appears	in	intelligent	watches.	If	you	run	for	an	hour	in	the	OD	operating	system,	this	is	an	Android	-based	operating	system.	What	is	the	Android	-based	operating	system?	Someone	takes	Android	and	changes	it	to	something
else,	but	is	still	based	on	the	same	code	base.	Android	doesn't	just	come	to	the	phone.	There	are	many	systems	in	which	you	can	find	them.	There	is	also	a	TV	platform	called	Android	TV.	Let	us	not	forget	the	Android	-based	software	that	gives	electricity	to	electricity.	However,	do	not	mix	smartphones	with	Android	Auto,	a	way	to	integrate
smartphones	into	dash	systems	into	cars.	Other	operating	systems	are	certainly	not	based	on	Android,	but	the	support	for	the	execution	of	applications.	The	latest	versions	of	Chrome	OS	allow	this.	This	means	that	almost	all	Chromebooks	support	Android	applications	on	the	market.	From	the	end	of	2021	Windows	11	supports	Android	applications.
The	first	origins	of	Android	are	designed	for	T-Mobile	G1/HTC	Dreambve	or	these	software	cameras.	Andy	Rubin	and	his	team	have	been	developing	Android	since	2003	with	the	core	code	of	Linux,	another	open	source	operating	system.	The	idea	was	to	create	a	universal	operating	system	that	all	camera	companies	could	use.	During	the	next
development	of	the	operating	system,	Rubin	noticed	that	the	future	was	on	smartphones.	Instead,	he	decided	to	renew	him	as	a	smartphone	operating	system.	Since	Windows	Phone,	Symbian	and	other	operating	systems	have	already	dominated	the	market,	the	idea	didn't	invest	much.	Rubin	and	his	team	almost	stopped	developing	when	they	ended
their	money.	Relatives:	Did	you	know	that	it	was	(almost)	supported	by	Windows	10	Mobileprograms?	Physical	buttons	and	full	Qwerty	keyboards.	However,	the	arrival	of	the	iPhone	in	2007	forced	the	team	back	to	the	drawing	board.	They	re-updated	Android	to	work	with	touchscreens.	This	led	HTC	to	fulfill	its	dream	of	the	first	commercial	Android
phone,	also	known	as	the	T-Mobile	G1.	It	featured	a	touchscreen	and	a	Qwerty	keyboard	as	seen	above.	I'm	looking.	There	were	thousands	of	phones	back	then	and	it	is	now	the	most	popular	operating	system	in	the	world.	Android	is	open	source,	but	what	does	that	mean?	The	fact	that	something	is	open	source	means	that	the	copyright	holder	allows
it	to	be	used	for	any	purpose	without	monetary	compensation.	As	mentioned	above,	the	core	code	of	Android	is	based	on	the	open	source	software	Linux.	That	means	Android	basically	needs	to	be	open	as	well.	To	better	understand	this,	let's	look	at	the	opposite:	closed	source	software.	Apple's	iOS	is	closed	source,	meaning	that	in	this	case	no	one	can
use	it	unless	authorized	by	the	copyright	holder	only.	If	you	purchased	the	iOS	source	code	and	published	it	on	any	device,	Apple	could	be	sued	for	copyright	infringement.	See	also:	Best	Open	Source	Apps	for	Android	Open	Source,	this	restriction	no	longer	exists.	Instead,	the	person	or	company	using	the	software	must	follow	a	set	of	rules	about
licensing	that	software.	Our	Gary	Sims	explains	these	rules	in	the	video	above.	In	short,	this	means	that	their	new	software	should	also	be	open	source	and	make	the	code	available	for	anyone	who	wants	to	use	it.	Its	open	source	nature	is	one	of	the	main	reasons	why	it	is	the	most	popular	operating	system	in	the	world.	Because	it's	free	for	anyone	to
use,	it's	incredibly	easy	for	companies	of	all	sizes	to	create	great	products	without	investing	in	developing	their	own	operating	systems.	Therefore,	you	will	find	Android	on	all	electronic	devices	of	different	brands.	You	may	be	wondering	why	Google	was	smart	to	distribute	this	product	for	free.	The	explanation	is	actually	quite	simple;	Some	features	of
Android	you	use	on	your	phone	are	not	open	source.	As	you	can	imagine,	this	is	one	of	the	most	important	programs	and	services.Android.	What	is	Google	Play	for	Android?	Mika	Baumeister	/	Unplash	Android	Base	is	an	open	code	that	we	call	"Stock"	or	"Vanilla".	This	software	is	part	of	the	Android	Open	Code	Project	(AOSP).	This	is	the	purest	and
simplest	form	of	Android.	The	Android	you	get	with	almost	any	smartphone	comes	with	a	lot	of	non-open	source	software.	Most	of	this	software	falls	under	a	system	called	Google	Play.	This	brings	Google	products	to	Android,	including	the	Google	Play	Store,	Gmail,	YouTube	and	more.	Related	Topics:	What	are	Google	Play	services	for	Android?
Google,	you	can't	use	it	as	much	as	you	want.	Like	strict	Apple's	iOS,	Google	strictly	controls	Google	Play	Services.	To	use	it,	you	need	a	license	and	consent	to	allow	you	to	monetize	your	products.	Android	may	be	open	source,	but	it	certainly	isn't	a	very	profitable	Google	ecosystem.	While	most	of	the	world	is	closely	linked	to	Google	and	Android,
Android	devices	are	many	without	Google	Play	services.	For	example,	Google	doesn't	allow	most	of	its	products	in	China.	If	you	go	there,	you	can	easily	find	Android	phones	without	Google.	There	will	be	program	stores,	programs	and	all	sorts	of	familiar	features,	but	not	from	Google.	An	example	of	US	Foring	would	be	Amazon	Fire	tablets	using
versions	of	Android	called	Android	OS	that	replaces	Google	apps	with	inbuilt	Amazon	options.	However,	in	many	parts	of	the	world,	Google	is	inseparable	from	Android.	Willful.	Android's	reliability	brings	Google	billions.	Who	manages	the	operating	system?	C.	Scott	Brown	/	Android	Authority's	answer	to	this	question	is	multilateral.	In	short,	Google
staff	support	the	core	experience.	They	are	responsible	for	new	features,	updating	old	and	ensuring	that	Android	adheres	to	open	source	principles.	But	there	is	more.	Many	manufacturers	are	also	a	"skin"	operating	system,	meaning	they	create	their	Android	software.	So	the	software	you	see	on	Android	and	OnePlus	phone	that	you	can	find	on
Samsung	works	similarly	but	looks	very	different.	Every	manufacturer	maintains	the	Android	look.	There	is	also	an	Android	extension	issue.	Obviously,	out	of	the	box,	your	phone	is	supplied	with	the	Android	version.	But	how	does	it	get	updates?	DependantWhen	buying	a	phone,	the	update	can	be	done	in	a	few	steps.	First	of	all,	it	should	come	from
Google.	The	phone	manufacturer	needs	to	adjust	to	make	sure	the	skin	still	works	well.	You	may	need	to	contact	your	carrier	as	they	usually	customize	phones	on	sale.	Also	consider:	best	possible	means	of	launch.	This	chain	of	events	has	long	been	one	of	the	main	reasons	why	Android	phones	don't	consider	updates	as	frequent	or	long	on	iOS	devices.
If	you're	using	an	iPhone,	everything	is	controlled	by	Apple.	There	is	no	shell	and	no	way	that	operators	intervene	in	the	look	and	feel.	Basically,	Apple	can	quickly	and	easily	update	every	iPhone	around	the	world	with	little	effect	from	carriers	or	third	parties.	Android	phones	have	no	luxury;	But	some	are	coming.	Google	Pixel	phones	are	updated
directly	by	the	research	giant,	there	is	no	modified	user	interface,	and	they	always	get	new	software	versions.	Google	also	promises	Android	software	updates	for	at	least	three	years	after	the	phone	goes	live.	These	devices	were	assigned	a	five-year	security	update	commitment.	Android	Versions:	A	Brief	History	of	Aedgar	Cervantes	/	Android
Authority	today	has	19	Android	versions	and	12	basic	prints.	The	latest	decisive	version	of	the	operating	system	is	Android	12.	Currently,	it	is	Android	13,	so	we	should	expect	it	to	be	released	around	August	2022.	Initially,	Google	called	Android	with	"sweet	food".	The	name	is	an	alphabetical	order,	starting	with	the	letter	"C"	in	2009.	However,	Google
abandoned	this	trend	in	2019.	Use	of	Android	10.	Here	are	all	major	Android	versions:	2009.	-	Cupcake	(v.	Bre2.	2.3.7)	-	Corrin	(vs.	3.0-3.2.6)	2011.	W	vs)	Lollipop	2014	(vs	5.0-5.1.1)	2015	Marshmallow	(vs	6.0-6.0.1)	2016	Nougat	7.0-7.1.2)	2017	-oreo	(version	8.0	and	8.1)	2018	Pie	(v.	9.0)	2019	2019	Android	10	2020	Android	11-2021.	Android	12
Android	11,	Privacy,	Security,	and	Adaptability	for	People	with	Disabilities,	introduced	some	new	relationships.	However,	it	seemed	the	same	as	Android	10	and	Android	9	pie.	We	used	Android	12Updates	the	appearance	of	the	operating	system	completely.	There	are	also	more	functions	and	controls	in	relation	to	privacy	and	security.	Android	13	will
not	see	such	a	revision,	but	so	far	we	have	seen	many	fantastic	additional	functions.	This	includes	extended	security	functions,	the	best	material	that	they	are	themed,	language	options	for	apps,	programmable	shaders	and	more.	If	you	ask	yourself	which	version	you	have	on	your	device,	please	contact	Settings>	Information	on	the	telephone>	Android
version.	App:	You	will	receive	Edgar	Cervantes	/	Android	Authority	assuming	that	you	have	a	device	with	the	Google	Play	services	installed.	It	is	pre	-switched	on	all	telephones,	tablets	and	other	devices	operated	by	Google.	Simply	open	the	app	and	search	for	the	game,	the	program,	support	or	another	product	you	are	looking	for.	Many	are	free,	but
some	require	payment.	Regardless	of	the	specific	device	app	store,	you	can	also	install	the	apps	manually	by	downloading	them	from	the	open	web.	This	is	referred	to	as	"lateral	shop".	Overall,	this	app	is	certain.	However,	there	is	an	intrinsic	risk	of	downloading	security	conditions	as	an	app,	since	it	is	not	necessary	to	meet	the	safety	requirements
specified	by	the	app	stores.	Therefore,	you	should	only	download	apps	from	reliable	sources.	See	also:	How	to	install	the	third	apps	without	the	Google	Play	Store	Android	VS	iOS:	The	war	of	the	mobile	operating	system	David	Imel	/	Android	Authority,	which	we	have	mentioned	several	times,	what	makes	Google's	operating	system	apart	from	Apple's
iOS.	However,	we	would	like	to	emphasize	that	the	two	operating	systems	have	become	more	similar	over	the	years.	At	the	beginning	of	the	smartphone	industry,	Android	and	iOS	were	very	different.	Every	operating	system	offered	features	that	the	other	did	not	have.	They	weren't	the	same	at	all.	This	dichotomy	has	created	an	"Android	against	iOS"
culture	that	still	prevails	today.	But	in	reality	there	are	only	a	few	things	that	Android	can	do,	except	iOS	no	(and	vice	versa).	Over	the	years,	Google	and	Apple	have	addressed	themselves	so	much	that	the	two	operating	systems	are	closer	than	ever.	Even	after	10	years	the	fight	for	Android	and	iOS	Infuria,	even	if	the	two	systems	are	very	similar
these	days.	The	only	remarkable	difference	between	the	two	is	the	degree	of	control	of	Apple	to	iOS	and	Google	does	not	have	the	same	level	of	control	via	its	mobile	operating	system.	For	example,	it	is	impossible	to	download	applications	in	a	version	that	is	ready	for	use.And	there	is	only	one	app	from	the	Apple	App	Store.	Apple	also	rigorously
reviews	the	types	of	apps	that	developers	can	create	for	the	iPhone.	In	contrast,	we've	already	covered	how	easy	it	is	to	install	Android	apps	from	other	stores	and	even	the	public	website.	In	addition,	Google	lets	you	choose	which	apps	you	want	to	use	for	just	about	every	feature	on	your	smartphone,	from	the	browser	to	messaging	apps	to	the
keyboard.	Apple's	advantage	is	that	iOS	is	more	efficient,	more	secure,	and	the	device	has	been	seeing	an	update	for	a	long	time.	The	disadvantage,	of	course,	is	that	the	user	has	no	say	in	what	he	can	do	with	his	device.	Switching	from	iPhone	to	Android?	We	have	a	guide	to	guide	you	through	the	process	and	then	you	can	start	exploring	the	most
important	Android	features.	It	will	also	help	you	play	with	the	settings	to	improve	your	experience.	Experience.






