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Since the attacks on September 11th, 2001, intelligence activities has been one of the
most controversial issues facing this country with one of the most controversial being the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS). Created in November of 2002 and concepted
just two weeks after the attacks, the DHS focuses in five goals; prevent terrorism and
enhance security, secure and manage the borders, enforce and administer immigration
laws, safeguard and secure cyberspace, and ensure resilience to disasters. In order to
achieve these goals, intelligence is necessary. The Office of Intelligence and Analysis, a
subsection to the DHS focuses on obtaining and analyzing intelligence and puts them into
the Homeland Security Enterprise which primarily consists of intelligence from
organizations such as the US Secret Service, Coast Guard, and Transportation Security
Administration. Recently, as a result of compromised programs of the National Security
Agency, both the NSA and DHS have been backlashed in that they are both inefficient and
do not obtain intelligence in a proper fashion as well as that they infringe upon the civil
liberties of their citizens. The State of Florida feels that intelligence activities must be
amended in a fashion in which the effective fight in the war on terror is continued and
further progressed without infringing upon the civil right to privacy of citizens.
The State of Florida has been working diligently in order to obtain information that could
aid in countering terrorism. Since the attacks on September 11th, 2001, Florida has ranked



third of the 50 states in the number of domestic counterterrorism and homeland security
organizations (“Florida” 1). Furthermore, Florida has ranked fourth and fifth in
preparedness ...
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