Fuels: Hydraulic Fracking, Yes or No?
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From the mining to burning, coal creates large amounts of pollution, and damages the
environment. “Clean Coal” is a myth, there is only less dirty coal. This is why fracking
should be used to obtain other fuels, which are cleaner. Fracking is a process in which
different fluids are pumped into the earth at high pressures to drill a hole. Horizontal
fracking is when after they reach a certain depth, the nozzle makes a ninety degree turn to
reach areas that were previously unreachable. Once the deposit is reached, the fluid is
pumped back out. The fluid is mostly water mixed with a proppant like sand or small
ceramic balls with some lubricating chemicals.. Horizontal fracking was developed by
George Mitchell in 1998. He discovered the correct combination of horizontal drilling,
pressure, and proppants to get gas flowing out of the shale (Merrill 972-973). Fracking
should be used because it allows access to more fuel deposits, creates jobs and can lower
or pay living expenses, and has a low risk to contamination.

Horizontal fracking allows power plants to reach previously unreachable fuel supplies.
They are unreachable because of the surroundings, “many deposits are located near
houses or under bodies of water, using horizontal fracking, it is possible to access these
deposits more easily”. The companies cannot just demolish houses or drain lakes, so they
use horizontal fracking to reach those deposits. The majority of new wells are already
hydraulically fracked (Mooney). This is due to the ability of the fracking to reach those



sources. Fracking can be used to obtain petroleum, natural gas, geothermal, and any
other non-solid fuels. Natural gas is a much cleaner and more abundant fuel source than
coal. Using fracking, five-hundred ...

... middle of paper ...

...n the United States; it will lower the costs of the fuel for the American people. The people
should support fracking because of its many benefits, but there should also be enough
restrictions on it to avoid contamination.
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