Humanity: Earth’s Infection
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While Rachel Carson’s “The Obligation to Endure”, Christopher Kemp’s "Medieval
Planet”, and Jared Diamond’s “The Ends of the World as We Know Them” all cover
subjects relating to environmental issues, each author goes about purveying his or her
message in a different manner. Kemp’s New Scientist article explains humanity’s
environmental effects by imagining a world in which we never existed and hypothesizing
how it would look and function with our absence. Carson’s essay depicts a frightening
reality about the current state of humanity and the environment. She warns readers about
how we are the only species who possess the capability to disrupt and even destroy
Earth’s natural patterns. Diamond articulates his work with an unusual spin, using
examples of historical civilizations that have snuffed themselves out by their own progress
or poor relationship with the environment. The main message conveyed in Diamond's
essay is that we are just as capable of choking ourselves out by our own doing today as
were the historical civilizations that suffered the same fate. Despite their differing focuses,
each article agrees that humans are outgrowing the finite amount of resources that the
Earth can provide. A delicate symbiotic relationship between life and the environment has
been maintained throughout time. Life on Earth was shaped by the constantly changing
climate and surroundings. However, humans have gained the capacity to transcend this
relationship. Through our ingenuity and industrialism, we have separated ourselves from



natural restrictions. Because of this progress, we have been destroying the natural cycles
of Earth’s environment and continue to do so at an alarming rate. Humanity has become
Earth’s infection, ravaging the worl...
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... do as a species. The rise of humanity has become one of the most extreme events in
Earth’s history. We have altered nature to fit our desires. However, at this rate, we will
ultimately suffocate under our own weight. We are beginning to devour more than the
Earth and nature can provide. Unless we scale back our dependencies on Earth’s
resources, our way of life is almost certainly doomed. We are the pinnacle of billions of
years of evolution. It would be a shame to see us snuff ourselves out this early in our
existence.
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