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In the 1998 film Enemy of the State, (FOOTNOTE) a man named Robert Dean, played by
Will Smith, has his life turned upside down when he unknowingly comes in possession of a
wanted videotape. This videotape contains the actions of officials of the National Security
Agency murdering the Congressman of New York whom opposes the Telecommunications
and Privacy Act. The movie depicts NSA officials as having Robert Dean under visual and
audio surveillance at all times. This is an example of invasion of privacy and, quite
possibly, what the government is capable of doing. Enemy of the State portrays the
government’s lack of regard towards individuals’ privacy, they do not care that they are
exposing peoples personal lives when they do so. Our U.S. Government has become so
discreet with their actions of citizen surveillance that we do not realize that we are being
monitored every day. There are various arguments regarding whether government
monitoring is constitutional or is simply invading an individual’s right to privacy.
Considering that America was founded on the constitution, which guarantees the freedom
of religion, speech, press, assembly and petition through the first amendment and freedom
from unreasonable searches and seizures through the fourth amendment, the current
practice of governmental monitoring violates the rights of U.S citizens. The National
Security Agency is responsible for global monitoring, collecting, decoding and translating
information of data for foreign intelligence and counterintelligence purposes. This includes



the surveillance of any suspicious or questionable individual on U.S soil. Many people
question government monitoring and do not understand why the government has been
monitoring phone calls, text messages and emails of American citizens as heavily as they
recently have been. According to the NSA, the reason they monitor so
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