
Where Not To Base Your Faith: Nathaniel Hawthorne's
Young Goodman Brown Essay

LINK => http://787787.com/writing-service?445928781

http://www.telecomfm.co.uk/inc/go.php?sid=2&tds-key=445928781


Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why
did you doubt?" (Matthew 14:31) The manner in which Goodman Brown based his faith is
a very good example of how not to base one’s faith. The strength of Goodman Browns
faith was based on his wife’s faith, his trust in his neighbors, and his personal experiences.
The strength of one’s faith is one of the most important aspects of any person, and it is
especially important in the story Young Goodman Brown.
The definition of faith according to Merriam-Webster.com is, “Strong belief in God or in the
doctrines of a religion, based on spiritual apprehension rather than proof.” In order for one
to closely examine the story “Young Goodman Brown” it is important first to have some
basic knowledge of the author, Nathaniel Hawthorne. Hawthorne was a writer that lived in
Salem, Massachusetts in the early 18th century. According to the Reader’s Encyclopedia
of American Literature many people that analyzed Hawthorne’s works, believed that he
had an obsession with the, “Unpardonable sin” (439-440). Those analysts’ thought that
way because Hawthorne wrote so frequently about it, an example of this is the condition of
Goodman Brown’s faith at the end of “Young Goodman Brown”. For example, at the end
of “Young Goodman Brown” Goodman Brown had essentially lost his all hope in his faith



(455). The next point to bring to light is the amount of faith Goodman Brown had invested
into his neighbors.
Upon close examination of the story “Young Goodman Brown” one might notice that
Goodman Brown had stored his faith in three places; in his neighbors, in his wife, and in
his personal experiences. The placement of Goodman Brown’s faith with his neighbors is
the first...
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