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In his struggles to uphold his chivalric duties, Sir Gawain faithfully demonstrates the
qualities of chivalry and fidelity until his honor is called into question by an unknown green
knight that rides into the castle. Sir Gawain is King Arthur’s nephew and one of his most
faithful knights. Although Gawain modestly refutes it, he has a reputation of being an
honorable knight and courtly man. He prides himself on his adherence of the five parts of
chivalry and is a pinnacle display of humility, piety, integrity, loyalty, and honesty that all
other knights strive for. Though Gawain sits at the high table during the New Year’s
celebration at Arthur’s court, he defines himself as the least of King Arthur’s knights in
terms of both physical ability and mental aptitude. Gawain continually seeks to better
improve his inner self…show more content…
But in the end he conceals the green girdle that the Bertilak’s wife gives him from him,
revealing that despite Gawain’s bravery, he values his own life more than his
trustworthiness. When he finally reencounters the Green Knight, he realizes the
problematic nature of courtly chivalric ideals. During this, Gawain confesses his fault, of
hiding the girdle, to the Green Knight and pleads to be forgiven. Afterwards, he chooses to
wear the girdle as a symbol of his mistake. He cannot accept his sin and free himself of it



the same way the Green Knight had and he continues to do penance by wearing the girdle
for the remainder of his life. He believes that his sins should be as observable as his
virtues are. Gawain then leaves the Green Chapel, a penitent man, changed forever.
Since Gawain repents his sin in such an honorable way, his only indiscretion in fact ends
up being a good example of his simple goodness. Gawain arises at the end of the story as
a humbled man who understands his own faults and has to live with the fact that he will
never be able to live up to his own high
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