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Often seen but never observed, hiding just beneath the line of sight to those who are blind
to the suffering. Why do people not discern so much suffering, why won’t they see? Blue
eyes and blond hair, attached to a dirty little round face, which stares blankly out the
smeared window. As they pass by, they see but do not observe, curtains that hang sloppily
off their rod, sideways against the cracked window pane. People remark with distain over
the filth they observe, and confirm to themselves, how much distress the poor deserve.
The effects of poverty are extremely detrimental, those who suffer from poverty suffer not
only from an empty stomach, but from long term negative developmental and socio-
emotional effects. The effects of poverty can be witnessed in the lack of physical
development, proper hygiene, and poor general medical and dental care. However,
poverty digs much deeper into the impoverished than just those things which are physical.
People who are impoverished suffer from low self-esteem, psychological and social
dysfunction, as well as an increased likelihood of drug abuse and teen pregnancy. The
impoverished are less likely to be seen as a social problem, rather they are more likely to
be viewed as social deviants who, through their own choice, do not want to change the
way they live. They do not want to achieve success through hard work and effort. Poverty
levels, those who are considered impoverished, and to the extent of their poverty is based
on the amount of annual income available to them, above the base line poverty levels set



by the government based on the economy.
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