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Throughout the 18th and 19th century, slavery was an important aspect of daily life in
America. In the South, slaves were used to work in the fields to grow and harvest raw
materials such as cotton, sugar, and tobacco. These materials, especially cotton, were
used in Northern factories to create manufactured goods, for example clothing. By the end
of the 19th century abolitionists started speaking out against slavery, which had become a
huge topic of discussion in Washington D.C., the capitol of America. Acts were being
passed in Congress to try to eradicate slavery in America, and while they were eventually
successful, it took a very long time. A couple of influential acts that were passed are The
Slavery Code of District of Columbia, An Act for the Release of Certain Persons Held to
Service or Labor in the District of Columbia, and An Act to Suppress the Slave Trade in the
District of Columbia. With the approvals of these acts and passage time, the amount of
slavery slowly decreased in the District of Columbia and the surrounding regions.
“Slavery existed in the nation’s capital from the very beginning of the city’s history in
1790 when Congress created the federal territory from land that was formerly held by
Virginia and Maryland [which were slave states].” It was an accepted part of the life, but
with each new year, people were getting more restless and started movements to abolish
it in the nation. For instance, there was the formation of the Underground Railroad, which
was a “secret organization that helped slaves from the South escape from slavery by



providing shelter, transportation, forged documents, and other materials. It was illegal to
do so, but it existed everywhere that there was slavery.” Members of the Under...
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