Factors and Influence of the Salem Witch Trials
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The Salem witch trials transpired in the late 1600’s and caused uncertainty and
controversy throughout the society. The town of Salem is where most of the trials
occurred, and practicing witchcraft, and our American government forced over a dozen
citizens to pay with their lives. The witch trials happened because of conflicts dealing with
religion, fear, and feuds. The trials began during the spring of 1692, after a group of
adolescent girls claimed to be possessed by the devil and they accused several local
women of witchcraft. A wave of hysteria spread throughout Massachusetts, and a special
court place was set up to hear the cases. During the Salem witch trials “nineteen were
hung on Gallows Hill, a 71-year-old man was pressed to death with heavy stones, several
people died in jail and nearly 200 people, overall, had been accused’(Wigfall, Lyric).The
first condemned witch, Bridget Bishop, hung in June and eighteen others followed. A man
named Giles Corey, pressed to death with stones for not pleading guilty or not guilty, also
condemned. One hundred and fifty more men, women, and children indicted over the next
several months because of accusations. The puritan religion arguably caused a breaking
point in Salem, Massachusetts in 1692, which lead to the persecution of twenty innocent
people. The Salem witch trials affected the American culture with the horrendous events
that occurred during 1692.The Puritan religion played a significant role in the Puritan life,
believers felt that God specifically choose them for a special purpose and they must live in



a god fearing manner. Reading the bible, was something mandatory to show their religious
discipline. If they did not read the bible, people thought that they worshiped the dewv......
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