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In “Death’s Waiting List”, Sally Satel presents a strong and compelling argument for the
implementation of changes to the organ donation system. The author addresses a
shortage of organ donations due to the current donation system in the United States,
which puts stipulations on the conditions surrounding the donation. She provides ideas to
positively affect the system and increase organ donations.Satel starts her essay with an
appeal to emotion, detailing the shortage of organ transplants and the deaths that result.
She emphasizes her personal struggle and desperation over the need of a kidney
transplant. Unable to discover a match and dialysis soon approaching, she “wondered
about going overseas to become a “transplant tourist”, but getting a black market organ
seemed too risky.”(Satel, 128) She argues for a change in the United States donor system
policy to mimic the European system of implied consent. Satel also argues for the
implementation of an incentive system to compensate donors for their organs, in order to
increase the amount of available donors in the system. Her argument has insignificant
weaknesses in comparison to her strongly supported and validated points.The argument
for organ donor system reform is compelling and strong. Satel supports her thoughts with
facts and opinions from prominent authorities. As well as the argument is documented,
there are a few weaknesses. While attempting to support her thoughts that having the
body “for sale” would be socially acceptable, the author uses a source that could be seen



as detrimental to her own argument. Stated in the text, “a recent poll by researchers in
Pennsylvania found that 59 percent of respondents favored the general idea of incentives,
with 53 percent ...... middle of paper ......low.Satel argues for organ donation system
reform in the United States. She provides valid and supported reasoning for her thoughts.
Implied consent and compensation for donation are inventive and legitimate ways to
prevent deaths of individuals on the organ waiting list. Compensation would improve the
quality of life of both donors and recipients and implied consent would increase the amount
of usable organs. These reforms would greatly benefit those in need of a transplant. The
need for organs is large and the argument to increase the number of organs for donation is
strong.Works CitedSatel, Sally. “Death’s Waiting List” New York Times Editorial Section.
5 May 2006.Rpt. in Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking
and Argument, with Readings. 9th Ed. Ed. Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau. Boston: St.
Martin’s, 2011. 128-130. Print
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