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Democracy and Authoritarian regimes have been at odds with each other as long as one
can remember. Authoritarian regimes have been the oldest and most common form of
government, while the world’s oldest democracy began in Athens, which was around 40
B.C. The effects of authoritarian regimes and transitional authoritarian re-gimes have been
a very interesting and telling read, with many subtle details that one would not expect. I
have come into this research project with the main question: What are the effects of civil
society under an authoritarian government versus a democratic government and how is an
authoritarian civil society affected if it transitions into de-mocracy? Upon reading and
researching to create my hypothesis, I felt that an authori-tarian government constitutes a
weaker civil society underneath them, versus a demo-cratic government’s stronger, more
able civil society because authoritarian governments govern in such a manner that repress
protests against the government.

Literature Review

Upon analyzing different literatures when developing my research paper and thoughts, I
looked at regimes all around the world, such as Russia, North Korea, China, Iran, and
more. Many of these countries provided a great deal of telling in-sight and tendencies that



each country had. Upon the first in my research was in-volving the very center and the
base of my research paper: civil societies, and how they are affected.

How to deal with the Past by Anatoly & Stanley G. Payne

Civil societies are the heart and root of everything socially and governmen-tally related,
there would be no government without its people, there would be no one to rule if there
were no subjects, and as such, there would be no society. This significa...
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