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IntroductionThis September, President Obama issued a request to withdraw the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) recommended revision of the National Ambient
Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ground-level ozone from 75 parts per billion (ppb) to 60
ppb. In 2013, EPA will be required to review its current ground-level ozone NAAQS again.
In order to prepare for the regulatory process, I recommend that the National Federation of
Independent Business (NFIB) oppose the stricter ground-level ozone standard because of
the serious burden on business in relation to unclear net benefits to society. I also suggest
that because of the unclear data, NFIB refrain from making further claims about public
harm resulting from the regulation.BackgroundGround-level ozone is formed by the
reaction of automotive emissions, fuel combustion byproducts, and industrial emissions in
the presence of sunlight (EPA, 2006). Therefore, efforts to control ground-level ozone
often impact the cost of energy or industrial activity because of increased compliance
measures.The Clean Air Act requires EPA to develop ground-level ozone standards with
an “adequate margin for safety,” and to reevaluate them periodically to determine if
revisions are appropriate (EPA, 2008). The Clean Air Act and a 2001 Supreme Court
decision forbid EPA from considering financial costs of compliance when determining
NAAQS, although it provides a regulatory impact analysis for public reference (Whitman v.
American Trucking Assn., Inc., 2001). EPA’s decision to revise the 2008 ground-level



ozone NAAQS from 75 ppb to 60 ppb was based on concerns that the 2008 standard was
too lax. The American Lung Association sued EPA in 2008 to force the revision, but
withdrew its suit in 200...... middle of paper ......p.011091215Manufacturers Alliance
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