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The ethical debate regarding euthanasia dates back to ancient Greece and Rome. It was
the Hippocratic School (c. 400B.C.) that eliminated the practice of euthanasia and assisted
suicide from medical practice. Euthanasia in itself raises many ethical dilemmas — such as,
is it ethical for a doctor to assist a terminally ill patient in ending his life? Under what
circumstances, if any, is euthanasia considered ethically appropriate for a doctor? More
so, euthanasia raises the argument of the different ideas that people have about the value
of the human experience.Philosopher, Ezekial Emanuel, asserts that the ethical belief in
the 19th and 20th century in the United States are reminiscent of those today, both in
terms of content and ferocity. Emanuel adds that interest in euthanasia arose historically
and predictably from (1) economic recession or movements of Social Darwinism; (2)
doctors who engaged in a struggle with society over their medical-authority and
profession; and (3) terminating life-sustaining practices become part of standard medical
practice, and there is a desire then to extend this to active euthanasia.Arguably, all three
situations met by the end of the 20th century. The rise of managed care, the increase of
health care costs, and the growing number of uninsured patients place economic and
political pressures on individuals (and governments) to find a cost-containment resolution.
Additionally, since the late 1970s, the medical profession has faced the dominating
principle of patient independence as a challenge — first to medical paternalism and then



extending even to the principle of beneficence. More so, the usage of the Internet and
other global media has expanded the ability of patients to access an...... middle of paper
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