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Plagiarism, what is it and how to avoid it has been a major question on every students’
mind. Sure it is easy just to copy and paste and take all the credit for the work that another
individual put in, but is it worth it? According to WPA, Writing Program Administrators, the
definition of plagiarism as states, “plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses
someone else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material
without acknowledging its source.” Plagiarism has always concerned teachers and
administrators, who want students’ work to repre-sent their own efforts and to reflect the
outcomes of their learning. However, with the advent of the Internet and easy access to
almost limitless written material on every conceivable topic, suspi-cion of student
plagiarism has begun to affect teachers at all levels, at times diverting them from the work
of developing students’ writing, reading, and critical thinking abilities. Students who are
fully aware that their actions constitute plagiarism—for example, copying pub-lished
information into a paper without sour...
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