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ColombiaColombia emerged from the collapse of the Gran Colombia in 1830. Since then
the country has struggled with internal threats, illicit drug production, and estranged
relations with neighboring nations. In a country slightly less than twice the size of Texas
and claiming over 46,000,000 citizens, Colombia faces many challenges in its efforts to
resolve internal conflict, reduce narcotics operations, improve the environment, and repair
relationships in the region.ThreatsThe Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) is
the largest, oldest, and most influential threat group operating in Colombia. FARC targets
government officials and military forces in jungle and urban environments with land mines,
ambushes, kidnappings, and snipers. As of late 2012, however, representatives of FARC
and the Colombian government are engaging in peace talks in Havana. In March 2014,
FARC negotiator Jesus Emilio Carvajalino reported that his group had brought nearly 250
proposals to the negotiating table while appealing for power in distinct political sectors
through congressional elections back home.At the same time, FARC continues to spread
its influence through militant attacks and violent protests against the government. In
August 2013, Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos ordered 50,000 soldiers into the
capital city of Bogota to quell violent demonstrations by farmers and rural groups upset



with government policies they claimed are negatively affecting their lives. “[T]he Santos
government has accused the rebels [FARC] of infiltrating the protests in an attempt to stir
unrest and force the president to make concessions at the negotiating table . . . FARC has
been increasing its political dominance in swathes of rural Colombia,” ...... middle of paper
.......uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/colombia/10277412/Troops-deployed-in-Colombian-
capital-amid-deadly-clashes.htmlStrange, H. and Webster, A. (2013, August 29). Retrieved
March 16, 2014, from The Telegraph: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southa
merica/colombia/10272785/Colombia-president-says-government-ready-for-peace-talks-
with-ELN-rebels.htmlThe World Factbook. Retrieved March 16, 2014, from Central
Intelligence Agency: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/co.htmlTropenbos International. (2013, March 7). Retrieved March 16,
2014, from: http://www.tropen bos.org/news/gold+mining+activities+big+threat+for+local+c
ommunities+in+the+colombian+amazonWillis, A. and Smith, M. (2013, July 24). Retrieved
March 16, 2014, from Bloomberg: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-07-24/colombia-
illegal-gold-mines-prosper-in-global-rout.html
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