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Frankenstein is a novel written by Mary Shelley.
The Sorrows of Young Werther by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe is one of the literary texts
interwoven in Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein. It talks of a story about a girl Lotte and a
boy named Werther. The two fell in love although the girl was already engaged to an older
man Abert. When Lotte marries the older man, Werther commits suicide because of
rejection. The creature in Frankenstein finds this book and teaches himself to read from it.
Shelley makes a reference to the novel The Sorrows of the Young Werther and Victor’s
creature gets hold of the book and reads to practice language skills and pass time.
Through this book, the creature learns a lot about feeling and emotions. The creature says
"As I read, however, I applied much personally to my own feelings and condition" (Shelley
114). This shows how much the creature leant from the book because Victor created it and
left it all alone without any teachings on how to speak and act like a woman.
The sources of Werther’s sorrows are similar to the sources of the creature’s suffering in
Frankenstein. This is because, both the Creature and Werther were rejected by the people
they love. They all wanted to be apart of the people’s lives and day to day activities but
fate did not allow it. Werther was left alone when the girl she loved got married to al elder



man. Comparably, the creature in Frankenstein was abandoned by his creator and left all
alone in a world whereby he does not even know how to speak and relate with the people
around him. Werther had wished to spend his entire life with the girl she loved and when it
turned out impossible, he took away his life by committing suicide so as to escape the pain
he was going through....
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...ng. He says "Cursed, cursed Creator! Why did I live?” He hated himself for being alive
and all the things that were happening to him. This is a reflection of the dejection the
creature discovered through reading The Sorrows of Werther. He contemplates what he
could have done so as not to face the humiliations he received from the people around
him. These humiliations created a lot of suffering and anger in him and he wishes that he
could have ended his life just like Werther so as not to suffer any more.
In conclusion, The Sorrows of Werther opened the creatures eyes to the immediate world
around him and the pains associated with life especially when one is rejected by the
people they love.
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