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John Stott’s The Cross of Christ will remain a fixture on anyone’s bookshelf who seeks to
delve into the depths of Christology. This book is not one that is read once and consumed
in completion but promises to continue to challenge and inform the reader upon multiple
encounters. With an urgency to awaken the heart of the believer to the centrality of the
Cross, Stott shares his own heart and passion while continuing to be precise, logical, and
thorough. Its universal impact on one’s conceptions of one’s faith and the actions that
flow from that recognition, make it a great tool for ministers and leaders wishing to disciple
younger believers into the profundities it has to offer.

In order to appreciate the wisdom shared by Stott it is helpful to understand his
background and circumstances. Born in 1921 in London, Stott grew up believing in Jesus
his whole life. Yet he became aware for the need for more and said of his own conversion,
“I was holding Christ at arm’s length, and keeping him outside. I knew that to open the
door might have momentous consequences. I am profoundly grateful to him for enabling
me to open the door. Looking back now more than fifty years, I realize that that simple step
has changed the entire direction, course, and quality of my life.” His struggle to leap from
a lukewarm faith of comfort to answer the call to suffer as Christ suffered comes across in
his earnest desire to plea with the reader to go beyond grasping mentally the truths he



shares but also to grasp them within their own soul. His time at Trinity College in
Cambridge equipped him with a firm grasp on modern languages. Throughout The Cross
of Christ, there are expository descriptions of the Greek words from the New Testament
quotes he...
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...se intricacies would be helpful to ensure that they are firm on their perceptions of
propitiation versus expiation for example. This book could also serve as a tool for
someone who was struggling with a desire to share their faith because not only doesn't
equip someone with the knowledge of the cross and what it stands for but the results of
submitting to the man who was on it, leading them to the understanding that to love Christ
is to love the lost and share the hope of salvation with them.
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