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Often when we talk about culture and belonging, cultural identity is a large component
which follows up the traditions, values and customs practised by a group. The most
prominent concern there is with Hong Kong’s political and social situation is the issue of
independence, nationalism and identity. Hong Kong’s political identity and struggle,
although has extensive history, prevails today. The identity crisis began in the year 1997.
On July 1st, Hong Kong was handed over back to the People’s Republic of China (PRC);
acquiring the title of being a Special Administrative Region (SAR) of the PRC. This is only
a temporary title, however, as on July 1, 2046, Hong Kong will lose its SAR status, and
become a regular state of the PRC. Hence, HKSAR would never really have an
independent identity since the colonial regime was just being replaced by another
supremacy.

Like any cultured, or rather culturally developing society, Hong Kong developed its own
Arts, in terms of visual arts, cinema, music and theatre. Most of the cultural movements
during the postcolonial period have glimpses of the colonial time.. After the handover, the



arts were all greatly influenced by the British. Several local artists argue that there has
been no ‘collective memory’ of the city and its culture through the arts (Lau, 1997).
Additionally, since the political movements went from a ‘liberal’ to a more controlling,
communist regime, there was definitely more oppression and need for expression by the
locals—the arts were an appropriate method of doing so. As the British ruled for 99 years in
Hong Kong, their influence was, or even is evident today be it architecture, theatre, cinema
or visual arts. The large-scale development that occured in Hong Kong during...
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