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The American people are living in a democracy, the best, yet youngest, form of
government in the world. The ideals surpassed by none, a democracy so delighting the
USA literally fights extensive battles to bring this serenity to other parts of the world. This is
because there are established rights or entitlement for every individual is; one of the most
revered is the freedom of speech. However, currently the American government is in direct
violation the country’s first amendment; they have been for almost one hundred years by
creating a law regarding speaking out against the government as treason. This is the same
government that so openly acknowledges the importance of the freedom of expression to
their countrymen need to revisit Bill of Rights regarding the Espionage Act of 1917.Mr.
Eugene Debs was a four-time presidential candidate compared in his day by New York
Times reporter John Swinton to the revered Abraham Lincoln (Simkin). Debs served his
country in many ways throughout the years, most famously in a prison cell. On September
14, 1918, Debs addressed the court not asking for immunity but relaying his message with
his powerful words, “I never so clearly comprehended as now the great struggle between
the powers of greed and exploitation... and... freedom and social justice” (Debs, 1918a).Mr.
Julian Assange is an Australian journalist and publisher, gaining his success through a
well-known site, Wikileaks. He is currently on the radar of the United States of America; as
named members of the Senate and Congress verbally invoke the Espionage Act to go



after Assange and his “leaked” documents (Wolf, 2010). In his own words, he knows from
previous incarcerations, that the US too may seek the course of this legal action. He......
middle of paper ...... n assange's statement. National Post. Retrieved from http://www.natio
nalpost.com/news/WikiLeaks+founder+Julian+Assange+statement/3988124/story.htmISim
kin, J. (n.d.). Eugene debs. Spartacus Educational. Retrieved from
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/lUSAdebs.htmTran, M. (2010). Plan for global
freedom of speech centre. The Hindu. Retrieved from
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article106549.ece?service=mobileUnited
States Government Printing Office. (2010, December, 16). Espionage act and the legal
and constitutional issues raised by wilikleaks. Retrieved from
http://lwww.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CHRG-111hhrg63081/pdf/CHRG-111hhrg63081.pdfWolf, N.
(2010, December 10). Espionage act: How the government can engage in serious
aggression against the people of the united states. Retrieved from
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/naomi-wolf/post_1394 b 795001.html
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