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World War I was a war between the allies, which included Russia, France, Serbia, and
Great Britain, against the central powers of Europe, which were made of Germany and
Austria. When war broke out between Austria and Serbia in 1914, the alliance system
drew the other European countries into the war and eventually, the rest of the world was
brought into the conflict .In the early twentieth century, Germany was witnessing a
prospering economy and feeling an increased sense of national pride. With the growing
economy, Germany started to make progress in the Arms Race and in the development of
their navy. Under the control of William II, Germany made a series of unlawful decisions
that added to the animosity between Europe’s superpowers. With the introduction of
weltpolitik, Germany ruined its relationships with other countries, such as Britain, France
and Russia. With increased nationalism, Germany started to feel more powerful therefore
they began to conquer more land in continents such as Africa. Consequently, this created
conflict between powers that already had land in the colonies. This is why German
imperialism, nationalism, progress in the Arms Race and increasing naval strength greatly
led to the outbreak of World War I.

During the years between 1900 and 1914, many European powers were in the process of
strengthening their military. Each country wanted to have a military that would be stronger



compared to those of other countries. By 1914, Germany had increased their military by
73% in relation to 1910 levels, in terms of guns, equipment and navy ships. Germany
expanded their navy by building ships, such as the Dreadnoughts and Battle Cruisers.
Germany had developed a Naval Law in 1900 that stated that their navy would do...
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...to occupied territories in North Africa, other countries were automatically forced to go
against Germany in order to keep control of their land. Apart from the arms race and
imperialism, William II’s personality did not help Germany prevent war. An ambitious
personality but a lack of determination to follow through irritated many of Germany’s
neighboring countries. Also, the bullying tactics that were used by the Kaiser to put down
Britain further angered the British. Eventually, the British would join on to the Franco-
Russian alliance, forming the Triple-Entente and they would get involved in the war when
Germany, once again, made a bad decision to attack France through Belgium which was a
foothold of Britain. Reasons, like the ones above, can be used to justify the statement that
to a large extent, Germany was the country to blame for the outbreak of World War I.
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