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Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces during World War II,
was close to not achieving commander status. If this had happened, a different person
would have taken control over Operations Torch, Avalanche, and Overlord. Eisenhower, in
fact, was the key component in the victory for the Allies. Had he not been assigned by
George Marshall to a planning officer in Washington D.C., President Harry Truman might
not have saw Eisenhower’s potential. Eisenhower’s past 30 years of military experience,
his strong mental and social stature, and his ideas and tactics were all key factors for his
triumphant victory in World War II. Eisenhower was born on October 14, 1890, in Denison,
Texas. Growing up, he was the third of seven…show more content…
to prepare troops for World War I. Eisenhower, despite his wishes, never saw foreign
action in World War I, but he did have many stations where he trained. He was assigned to
deploy to France, but a week before he was set for departure, the armistice ending World
War I was signed. In turn, he was promoted to the rank of major, which he then held for
sixteen years (2 History.com). Eisenhower worked with many generals during the post-
WWI years, most notably Douglas MacArthur and George Marshall. Finally, in 1935, he
joined MacArthur on a departure to the Philippines where he served as the assistant
military adviser to the Philippine military. He later left in 1939 to return to San Antonio,
Texas where he was appointed to work under General Walter…show more content…



to serve as a planning officer. He was given his first opportunity to lead when he was
named the Supreme Commander Allied Expeditionary Force in 1942. With this title, he
was given control over Operation Torch, the Allied invasion of northern Africa. France,
which was essential to this attack, had many rival military units at the time, which left
Eisenhower to first real task of settling the quarreling units and getting the invasion plans
ready (Military.com Content). In retrospect, Operation Torch was Eisenhower’s training
ground for the future Overlord operation. Here he would command the troops, give them
areas to capture, and remove unfitting commanders, such as Lloyd Fredendall
(History.com). Once Axis powers had been expelled from North Africa, Eisenhower moved
to Sicily where he headed Operation Avalanche to secure Italy. Despite the victory in Italy,
Eisenhower was constantly at the throats of Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt over
whether to move farther inland or divert the attacks along the
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