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The Vietnam War certainly left a distaste in the lives of many who have been affected by
the war; scholars have become increasingly interested in the interaction between war and
public opinion. There have been many scholarly works published on the Vietnam War, but
the issue that will be analyzed here is how public opinion changed the course of the war.
The first article by Scott Gartner and Gary Segura is titled, “Race, Casualties, and Opinion
in the Vietnam War,” it examined how the diverse races within America in combination
with the atrocities in the war led to the formation of opinions that were similar in one race
but were different in another race. The second article by Paul Burstein and William
Freudenburg titled, “The Impact of Public Opinion, Antiwar Demonstrations, and War
Costs on Senate Voting on Vietnam War Motions” takes a closer look on how as the war
became a prolonged affair, representatives from both the Senate and the House became
more influenced about the angst from their constituents regarding the war. The third article
by Sidney Verba and Richard Brody is titled, “Public Opinion and the War in Vietnam,”
which takes a similar approach to the first article but asks, how do the informed differ from
the less-well-informed on their attitudes toward the Vietnam War? If demonstrations were
credited with bringing about these changes, presumably an argument could be made that



demonstrations had converted public opinion which in turn encouraged the administration
to change its Vietnam policies. That is the focus of fourth and final article by E. M.
Schreiber titled, “Anti-War Demonstrations and American Public Opinion on the War in
Vietnam.” Central to all of these articles is how individuals consider casualties when d...
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