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Living with a Child with Special Needs: The Effects on the FamilyIn one’s childhood it is
apparent that the immediate family members have a significant impact on the way a child
grows up. The environment a child is raised in can and will affect him or her in many ways.
Developing siblings learn from one another through everyday play and family activities.
The interactions within a family provide many opportunities to acquire social, emotional,
and behavioral skills (Conger, Stocker, McGuire, 2009).Sibling relationships, which play
such a critical role in a child’s overall development, take on special significance when one
of the siblings has a disability (Gallagher, Powell & Rhodes, 2006). Often, as children
develop, they may choose behaviors they experienced at home, while others emulate the
socialization in which they were so familiar. Regardless of how the socialization plays out,
it is an influential factor in the way adults live. The relationship a child develops with his or
her parents can serve as a model for subsequent relationship with siblings. Whiteman,
Becerra, & Killoren (2009), found research to support that a theory of sibling influences:
sibling social learning is directly linked to how siblings develop similar and different
attributes, attitudes, and behaviors. These demonstrations that children perform for a
sibling can provide them with the skills and habits necessary for participating in today’s
society. However, many different circumstances can affect this performance in siblings.
Factors include parent divorce, a loss of a family member and a child with a disability.
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