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“Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.” (Roosevelt, 1900) It's not in every
case today that the man with the biggest stick will win, but how he uses the stick will
determine the outcome. In this case the stick is the advancement of airpower used in the
military. Making its way from hot-air balloons to unmanned super-jets. Unmanned vehicles
have been used all across the world since the mid 1800’s, really taking off during and post
World War One. Built originally for Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR),
Unmanned systems are taking future of the air to a whole new perspective.“August 22nd,
1849, Austrians who controlled much of Italy at the time, launched some 200 pilotless
balloons against the city of Venice. The balloons were armed with bombs controlled by
timed fuses -” (McDaid, 2003)With this being the first ever recorded use of unmanned
aerial systems, we are given some sort of clarity on how much advancement has taken
place in the skies. During the last stretch of World War One, the Navy had brought out an
intricate invention that could offset the playing field. “Kettering Aerial Torpedoes”, bi-
planes that were modified and laid with explosives to catapult behind enemy lines at select
targets. These torpedoes however could not sustain a consistent flight and would drop
after a determined amount of time in the air.Planes were later being manipulated by
remote controllers in order to crash land into a selected target through radio and television
frequencies. The plan immediately had many flaws and needed more time to develop a



better outtake. Thus, the era of cruise missiles were brought to the table by German
scientists and their crafty engineering. During World War Two the U.S. had a m...... middle
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