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A Tale of Two Cities, set during the French Revolution, is one of Charles Dickens most
loved masterpieces. The French Revolution was an upheaval of ideology and politics.
Based on the principles put forth during the Enlightenment, the French Revolution battled
for republicanism and citizenship rights. Unfortunately, the determined fight for these
liberties came accompanied by pandemonium, oppression, and brutality. Initially, the
French Revolution was a popular revolt against the monarchy’s dominance, unjust
advantage and the abundance of the elite. The slogan for this bloodthirsty battle,
continually repeated in Dickens’ novel, was “The Republic One and Indivisible of Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity, or Death.” In reality, the rioting revolution brought loss of liberty,
tyranny, and cruel chauvinism. Desperate to make this Republic a reality, the
revolutionaries eagerly executed all who stood in the way of their dream, killing 18,000 to
40,000 people in the process. (New World Encyclopedia)

The French Revolutionaries thought of themselves as a republic. New Oxford Dictionary
defines a Republic as “a state in which supreme power is held by the people and their
elected representatives.” (New Oxford Dictionary) Although these men and women sought
for a republic, they were not one; they were revolutionaries, fighting for power. It had not
yet been attained. During the revolution, France was not a government controlled by the
people; it was total anarchy, a country filled with chaos as it fought within. The




revolutionaries may have dreamt of a republic, but they had not achieved their goal. In one
instance, Dickens describes the rebels stating:
The men were terrible, in the bloody-minded anger with which they looked from windows,
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...ale of Two Cities is exemplary. All that the revolutionaries sought for never developed,
and the Republic remained only a dream. Searching for life through death and havoc, the
revolutionists launched a doomed cause. Creating a crumbling castle of France, the
revolution accomplished the opposite of their goals, leaving the country vulnerable and
open to dictatorship. Through the death of 18,000 to 40,000 people, the French Revolution
left France without a Republic, bereft of liberty, equality, fraternity, and dissolving in death.
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