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My scheme of work, which focuses on ‘Living Things and Their Habitat’, will be evaluated
against the crucial elements of effective teaching: subject knowledge; speaking and
listening; problem solving and thinking skills; inclusion; and assessment. Taken from the
Revised National Curriculum, this year two unit focusses on: ‘alive’, ‘dead’ and ‘never
been alive’ objects; habitats and micro-habitats; variety in plants and animals, and food
chains.

Subject knowledge is crucial as it is needed to scaffold learning. Vygotsky defined
scaffolding as the ‘role of the teachers and others in supporting the learners

development’ (Raymond, 2000:176). In order to build on a pupils’ prior knowledge to
initialize new information it is essential that the teacher has the subject knowledge to
progress the learning of all children and challenge the higher attaining pupils, which Ofsted
(2009) reported as a problem. My differentiated learning outcomes and expectations show
that | am able to scaffold learning. The expectations, outlining what some children can
progress to, illustrate that | can challenge the higher achieving pupils by providing them
with additional tasks to extend their learning further. Additionally, reports taken by Ofsted
(2007-2008) show that where the teacher had insufficient knowledge there was a general
focus on literacy learning objectives rather than the objectives of that subject (Ofsted,




2009:7). My scheme of work has a strong emphasis on the science learning objectives
with less emphasis on the cross curricular learning objectives. In order to improve my
subject knowledge on this topic | read the habitats section of the Nuffield (n.d) book,
‘Living Things in Their Environment’. This improved my subject knowledge as | help...
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