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Honoring the Veterans
What is Honor Flight? It is an amazing organization that honors World War II and Korean
veterans. The veterans go to Washington D.C. to see their monuments for an entire day
and some even go for multiple days. The veterans finally get to see the monuments that
were built for them. The Korean War memorial, the World War II memorial, and the
beginning of Honor Flight all have a great story.
Honor Flight is one the widest known organization that is dedicated to veterans. Honor
Flight was started by Earl Morse, a retired Air Force Captain and formal physician’s
assistant at the Department of Veteran Affairs. He thought of the idea after seeing World
War II veterans being upset by the idea of never being able to see the memorial that was
built and dedicated to them. When he asked the veterans if they have seen the memorial,
most looked down with sadness on their faces and tears in their eyes. They could not
afford the trip down nor had no way of getting to Washington D.C. (Time of Essence,
2007).
Honor Flight has gone a very long way since its beginning. In May of 2005, six small
planes, carrying 12 veterans left from Springfield, Ohio heading to Washington D.C. to
mark the first ever flight through Honor Flight. With the list of veterans wanting to see the
memorial growing, Honor Flight began using commercial airlines in August of 2005. In



2006, Honor Flight began using commercial airlines exclusively. In May of 2008,
Southwest Airlines donated thousands of free tickets. This made Southwest Airlines the
official commercial airline of Honor Flight. HonorAir in Hendersonville, Henderson County,
North Carolina was the first hub and county to fly all of their veterans to Washington D.C.
There are now 127 hubs in 41 ...
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...terans that courageously fought in these deadly wars. Our veterans are of the bravest
kind and are always ready to answer the call to defend, not only America, but other
countries who want to be free and flourish. It is the greatest thing to donate to and can
make a great generation happier than they ever could be.
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