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In spite of high school student dropout prevention programs already in place in the public
school system, even more are needed to help students realize the dire consequences of
dropping out of school. A study done by NYC Department of Education states, “Over
20,000 students drop out of high school each year”. It also states, “Most of them are
Black and Hispanic. Another study was conducted in 2006 and concluded that about 19
percent of Hispanic students and 15 percent of Black students dropped out, and only 8
percent of Asians and 9 percent of whites dropped out as well”. With careful planning and
consideration for the tax payer and the at-risk students, the United States can implement
programs which effectively incorporate parents and teachers. Curricula could include:
mandatory after school programs, tutoring/mentoring, and community activities, all of
which can help to change the students’ outlook on their future.The students and their
families are the most impacted by the high school dropout prevention programs. High
school graduates have higher sense of accomplishment and a greater skill set needed to
succeed in this faltering economy. Kimberly Knestings stated in “Students at Risk for
School Dropout: Supporting their Persistence”, “If students do not believe that they benefit
from earning a diploma, and if they do not accept responsibility for doing their work and
following school rules, then their attempts at persistence are unlikely to be successful.”
Additionally, society is positively impacted by a greater number of high school graduates.



Since graduates earn more, they are less likely to commit crimes for money nor do they
have to rely on public assistance. Funding for welfare programs and unemployment
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