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The environment and the health of the surrounding population go hand in hand. The
Environmental Protection Agency takes on this ever so important mission of protecting
them both. The mission statement of the EPA states, “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency's Office of Small Business Programs is to support the protection of human health
and the environment by advocating and advancing the business, regulatory, and
environmental compliance concerns of small and socio-economically disadvantaged
businesses, and minority academic institutions (US Enviromental Protection Agency,
2010).” The impact of its mission can be defined clearly as it examines the impact of
contamination in the air, the water, and the land on human health.The EPA operates from
a number of laws and regulations designed to function as its foundation for protecting the
environment and the health of the public. Congress allows the EPA to write regulations in
order to support the ideas for implementing these regulations. For that reason they are
known as a regulatory agency. These regulations fall under two categories: Laws and
Executive Orders (EOs) that influence environmental protection and Laws and EOs that
Influence the Regulatory Process.The quality of air we intake on a daily basis is essential
to our health, therefore, the EPA’s Clean Air Act provides the groundwork to support the
quality of the air which we breathe. One of the goals of the Act was to set and achieve
NAAQS in every state by 1975 to address the public health and welfare risks posed by



certain air pollutants. The setting of these pollutant standards was coupled with directing
the states to develop state implementation plans (SIPs), applicable to appropriate
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