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“Love is a force more formidable than any other. It is invisible – it cannot be seen or
measured, yet it is powerful enough to transform you in a moment, and offer you more joy
than any material possession could” are words deeply moving and thoughtful to love and
life. In Kate Chopin’s Desiree’s Baby, it seemed Armand Aubigny’s love for his baby and
wife had done exactly that, transformed him into a happier plantation owner. His wife,
Desiree Aubigny, thrived in the love he was pouring out because “she loved him
desperately.” Their love was immediate as was his parent’s love when they lived in Paris.
It seemed Armand and Desiree’s life was to be a fairytale from their “pistol shot” love and
marriage to their newborn boy that would carry – on the Aubigny’s family name. This
fairytale was tragically short – lived, the newborn baby carried African American
characteristics. Armand quickly turned on Desiree and proceeded to kick her off the
plantation. The last time he saw her was when “she disappeared among the reeds and
willows . . . and she did not come back.” He blamed her due to her questionable heritage
of being an orphan before she was welcomed into the Valmonde’s home. When in truth,
he held the African American trait in his blood on his mother’s side. Chopin shows one
that in true love there is colorblindness; but in others, it relies completely on the blood
beneath the skin.
Monsieur Valmonde was nervous when Armand began sending wedding gifts to his dear,



adopted daughter, Desiree. Valmonde knew of Desiree’s “obscure origin” and “wanted
things well considered” for his daughter and did not want Armand to rush into this
decision. Armand did not care to notice his haste to wed Desiree because “what did it
matter . . . wh...
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... skin. Armand could see only color in his world and in so doing, never experienced the
true meaning of colorblind love.
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