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Imagine your whole body paralyzed, frozen in time forever. Imagine your breath, artificially
created by ventilators. Imagine being told that in ten days, your heart will be beating
through a machine. Euthanasia and Physician Assisted Suicide (PAS) is a medical
practice that can relieve an individual of their unwanted suffering and pain through either
patient or physician induced suicide. The article, “Euthanasia: the perceptions of nurses in
India” states that one of the main reasons that euthanasia is such a controversial topic is
because it contests people’s value systems (Poreddi et al). Value systems are the basis
of the decisions that people make, and when these values are challenged, controversial
topics such as euthanasia and PAS arise. When a patient’s value system is tested based
on the fact that he/she has a debilitating disease, then that system should not have to be
tested again based on the denial of euthanasia or PAS. An individual should have the right
to die if they deem it necessary for their own personal reasons (whether that reason may
be to not be a burden to their loved ones, or escape the suffering that they’re
experiencing). If a patient meets certain requirements that deem the practice of euthanasia
or PAS ethically and morally acceptable; then it should not be considered illegal.One
requirement that should meet in order to deem the practice of euthanasia or PAS ethically
acceptable is that the patient should give their consent for the practice to take place. If the
patient’s consent is given, then the violation of human rights is not affected. Suresh Bada
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