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The use of coercive authority by members of law enforcement is a widely debated issue
both here in the United States and in countries around the world. Growing up in Haiti, I
witnessed many instances of coercive, or excessive, tactics by authority figures. When a
child would commit a crime, many times all of the kids in the neighborhood were punished,
even if they had no part in or knowledge of the wrongdoing. Police officers and other
government agents sometime exceed the appropriate level of authority they are authorized
to use. As a future member of law enforcement, I believe that in order for civilians to be
able…show more content…
Police departments are better armed, are being trained in advanced tactics, and have
more authority. While this is obviously a necessity in order to prevent further attacks, it is
often misunderstood by the public and used by the police to their advantage, sometimes
unfairly. Recent events such as the police shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson,
Missouri, illustrate this. Without any video evidence of the incident, it is difficult to



comprehend what actually happened. Many members of the Ferguson community are
convinced the officer used excessive force and may have committed first-degree murder,
while the police department firmly believes it was a just and legal…show more content…
When the Constitution and the Bill of Rights were written and enacted, laws were created
to ensure citizens certain rights, from freedom of religion to having a speedy trial and due
process. The Fifth Amendment also enables suspected criminals the right to not
incriminate themselves, which became the basis of Miranda rights. The founding fathers
made sure that as America grew and generations passed, these basic human rights were
almost eternal. They understood that the world today would be much different than the
world they lived in, and laid down our laws with that in mind. America 's law enforcement is
much more complex than anyone could have imagined, but the Constitution will always be
the 'supreme law of the land '. Government agencies such as the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) were introduced
when a need for them arose. These agencies, along with many others, are tasked with
upholding the law, investigating crimes, and ensuring the freedom of our
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