Free Parking will Never be Free
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Whenever | have dinner at a restaurant, | feel happy to see a large hanging sign in front of
the restaurant saying “free parking in rear”. It means | can save a couple dollars for
parking and enjoy the dinner. | believe most of people have the same experience of finding
a free parking space. However, parking is never free, even it labeled with free parking. We
have already paid something but we just do not realize it.

In 2013, Paul Kennedy argued in his presentation program CBC radio Ideas that “parking
causes huge economic, environmental, and even social problems” (“Paying for Parking”).
In 2009, a research shown there were 607 motor vehicles owned per 1000 people (“The
World Bank”). Vehicle is one of the major transportation tools that widely used in Canada.
We can see parking lots everywhere including schools, shopping malls, hospitals and
airports in North American. Huge amount vehicles require more and more lands are
designed for parking in cities. It shapes our cities, house costs, causes the air pollutions
and wastes our time (“Paying for Parking”). The current urban planning and parking
regulations are the necessary and remote factors that eventually causes economic and
environmental problems.We should change the parking policy to prevent the
environmental problem happens.

If we look at the big picture of parking technology, the concept of “cultural determinism”
can be applied (Slack & Wise 45). The first world parking metre was invented in Oklahoma



City because of the oil field workers took the parking spaces in front of the stores where
shoppers usually parked. Such an invention caused a great effect that customers could

easily find a parking spot. More and more parking metres were required to install in front
of...
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..., exist with other technology)

“Paying for Parking.” Narr. Paul Kennedy. Ideas with Paul Kennedy. CBC. Vancouver BC,
28 Jan, 2013. Radio.
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