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Perhaps the most famous and heart-felt American mantra, a portion of a sonnet written by
Emma Lazarus and inscribed on the Statue of Liberty, reads:Give me your tired, your
poor,Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,The wretched refuse of your teeming
shore.Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me.When Lazarus wrote this poem, she
certainly was picturing the country that our forefathers set to establish, with the ambitions,
morals, principles, and values that the land of the free was founded on centuries ago. She
was not imagining how far we would stray from that path over the years. As a country, we
do not do nearly enough in the name of our indigent, our homeless, or our mentally ill. In
fact, we have moved drastically in the opposite direction, especially since the mid-1950s.
While we may still offer a safe haven for political refugees, and represent a beacon of
hope for impoverished immigrants, our own tired, hungry, poor, homeless, and severely
mentally ill citizens have been all but forgotten.If there has ever existed an American public
policy that deserved, and needed immediate retraction, or at the very least extreme
reformation, it is the 1955 policy that we have affectionately named deinstitutionalization. A
gross injustice to the American people, this policy is largely responsible for the vast and
sudden increases in our homeless population, lack of treatment options and availability to
mentally ill persons, as well as the massive inundation of mentally ill and mentally
handicap people in our correctional institutions and homeless populations. What was once



considered a compassionate policy change, and a landmark in human rights, is now
viewed as the greatest failed American social experiment of all t...... middle of paper ...... ic
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