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During the era were Jane lived it was thought to be a selfish for women to show desire, it
was a bad emotion that women were expected to control and keep quite. To perform one's
duty to society was thought to be respectful and should be put before anything else. Desire
is a term to want something or someone very strongly no matter what the outcome is. Duty
in contrast, is a moral obligation to something that somebody is obliged to do for moral,
legal, or religious reasons , which is thought to be selfless. The decisions made regarding
these emotions are significant throughout Jane Eyre. Charlotte Bronte shows us Jane’s
integrity helps her find the balance between duty to herself, and desire to stay.

Gateshead is were Jane begins the novel as an unloved orphan who is almost obsessed
with finding love as a way to establish her own identity and achieve happiness. Although
she does not receive any parental love from Mrs. Reed. Her hearts desire was to rebel and
go against what her aunt Mrs. Reed wants her to do. Jane always speaks her mind and
does what she feels is right when injustice occurs. For example, when Mrs. Reed scorns
her for fights with John that she did not start, Jane would stick up for herself and fight
back.

In Gateshead Jane must learn to respect her aunt Mrs. Reed, and not to question her



authority. Jane resents her harsh treatment by her aunt and cousins John so much but she
knows that she has to control her temper. Jane knows she must control her temper in
order to not get send to the Red Room again. She must also learn to control her
imagination, which may take the form of superstition, as when she is locked in the Red
Room. "All of John Reed's violent tyrannies, all his sisters' proud indifference, all his...

... middle of paper ...

...ed to be his wife, | can imagine the possibility of conceiving an inevitable, strange,
torturing kind of love for him, because he is so talented.”(389) this quote shows that Jane
does not love St. John and if she stays with him she wont be happy to be with him.

In the novel Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte shows us that all people have a feeling inside of
them to recognizing what their personal desires and what their duty to others is. In Jane
Eyre, the endless theme of unforgettable war between a passion and responsibility always
appears, with a strong set of principles Jane is able to decide what is right. Throw out the
book Charlotte Bronte show us that Jane’s integrity to her self is more important than what
anybody else thinks of her. Duty and desire plays a huge role in which Jane has to learn to
control her desire of her anger outburst and her duty to herself.
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