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There are several different historic country clubs in Dayton, Ohio including the Miami
Valley Golf Club, the Dayton Country Club, and the Walnut Grove and Moraine Country
Clubs. These country clubs and golf clubs provided entertainment and fun for Dayton
families. In fact, in a newspaper article from 1971, the president of the Walnut Grove
Country Club, William Blankenship, claimed to thrive on the fact that his club was indeed
family oriented. They offered swimming instructions for young members to take while their
parents golfed, good food, affordable family membership prices, and even occasional
redecoration to keep things interesting.

The Walnut Grove Country Club was established in 1928 by Alva D. Wenrick, who had first
wanted to turn the land into a health center. When that idea did not work out for him, he
created the Greenmont Country Club which would later become Walnut Grove after 1935.
A swimming pool and golf pro shop were added in 1954 and 1958 respectively, with
possible plans for a tennis court addition in 1971 and a new bath house in 1987. The club
sits on an underground river called the Hamilton and once it was tapped into, the club had
two of their own wells to water the golf greens.

The Dayton Country Club was established in 1897 as the Dayton Golf Club. It is the



reported as the oldest continuously operating club west of the Alleghenies. The clubhouse
is said to be the “poshest” buildings among all the clubs in Dayton after 1929 when it was
rebuilt. In that year, the Dayton Country Clubhouse was greatly damaged by a fire after the
boiler in the building overheated. The golf course was the first one designed by Donald
Ross in Dayton, Ohio. In 1948, the course was remodeled by William Diddel of
Indianapoli...
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