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Have you ever felt like there was nothing that you can do for your child? In this book, Deaf
Like Me, by Thomas S. Spradley and James P. Spradley, | can see the journey that
Lynn’s parents took to get her help. (Spradley & Spradley, 1978). This book was an
excellent read. | really liked the way that they described the ways they tried to help Lynn to
understand the world around her. The book, is a great asset for any family that might be
unexpectedly put into a situation that they know nothing about such as a deaf child.

The author Thomas S. Spadley is Lynn’s father. He is the one that was with them all the
time and saw all that his wife Louise tried for their daughter to understand them. The
greatest qualification for him to write this book is that he is Lynn’s father. A father’s
perspective is great throughout this book, as the reader | can see the intensity of what the
family is going through. Since he is a math professor, and does not have a lot of
knowledge in English and time, through the whole book he skips around with what they did
and when. Later, on in the book that James P. Spradely, Lynn’s uncle also got involved
and helped write the book.

James P. Spradely, Lynn’s uncle and co-author of this book, his perspective is also
important since he does not live in the house with the family. His perspective is so different



from what the family did on a daily basis. Being the reader, | could see how he was
needed to help edit the book so that all the things that where important got put into the
book so that the reader could see what it is like to have a child that does not speak. The
learning process the family went through to see that not all children are the same. To find
out that in Lynn’s case her native language is...

... middle of paper ...

... Interpreters there to help also. The people who should read this book are families that
have been identified to have deafness. This is a helpful resource for them to be able to see
that things have changed and help is available. Most of all | think that everyone should
read this book, and be able to see what the deaf community is about. So they do not judge
them because they are different. Society tells us all that we have to be the same, look the
same, sound the same, and do all the same things, no one can be different or they are
looked down on. This book says that it is okay to be different. | really think that this book
put all these things into a different perspective for me and will for other families that might
come across this situation themselves.
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