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Country music is one of the most popular genres of music throughout America. There are
many influential figures that have changed the way country music sounds, and how people
interpret it. Two important people who have made a huge impact on country music
overtime are Johnny Cash and Luke Bryan. From their early life, their career, and how
society views them, they have opened the minds of people and country musicians all over
the country. Johnny Cash’s songs help people to experience his life growing up through
the Great Depression and how people lived back then. Through Luke Bryan’s songs
people could understand what life was like for Luke growing up in Georgia and all the
hardships he faced. Johnny Cash and Luke Bryan are two of the many country singers
that have influenced country fans to be more optimistic and hopeful.
Johnny Cash was born in Kingsland, Arkansas on February 26, 1932 (Enslow 19). He
began to take an interest to music when his father bought a radio. His mother loved
listening to music and his mother and Johnny would sing songs all throughout the house.
Taught by his mother and childhood friend, he learned to play guitar (Enslow 19). Working
hard and practicing, he became very good at guitar and singing. However, he grew up
through the Great Depression and this was very difficult for him and his family. In Edward
Enslow’s “The Man in Black” Johnny Cash states, “We were very poor, and I almost died
of starvation as a child.” This quote shows how life was a struggle for Cash in his early life.



Facing all the many challenges was difficult for him but he found a way through it. Through
his older brother Jack, he was able to cope with his life growing up. Jack was a huge role
model to Johnny growing up, he would teach...
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