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“Homelessness—a situation in which an individual or family lacks permanent housing”
(Homelessness). Homeless shelters are an essential part to removing the homeless off of
the streets and providing them with a means of reaching where they want to be. While
homeless shelters are not an answer to this issue, they are a major factor in providing a
solution. Homeless shelters are established to reduce the number of people living on the
streets. Shelters for homeless people allow them access to the food, clothing, shelter, and
medication they would otherwise be denied if still roaming the streets. Gainesville is
making an active approach to resolving this issue. There is no way to completely eradicate
the increasing numbers of homeless people, but Gainesville is taking steps to give them
temporary housing to get back on their feet. The majority of homeless people are war
veterans, people suffering from mental problems and people dealing with drug addictions.
Throughout time, homelessness has always been an issue. “Various definitions of
homelessness have been developed that describe homeless as those who are currently or
have been living on the street or in a shelter for the past 24 hours or who have been
staying with friends or family since leaving a permanent residence or who have no fixed
residence” (Thompson). Homeless shelters take these people in and help them to get to
where they need to be. They provide the homeless with clothing, food, a place to sleep,
and be at service to their health needs. “Ms Rushford [Western Team Coordinator for the



Royal District Nursing Service Homeless Persons Program] said health was often not a
priority for homeless people” (Nurses Help Most Vulnerable). Homeless people should
take advantage of th...
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