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According to Chomsky (1972), language acquisition is one of the exclusive characteristics
of human beings and is known as the jewel in the crown of cognition (Pinker, 1994). It is
well known that other species on earth have communication system also, but differ
substantially in their qualities from human communication. Several attempts have been
made to teach apes to speak (Allen & Gardner, 1969; Savage-Rumbaugh, Sevcik, &
Hopkins, 1988), but language acquisition is a mystery of human beings, it starts before a
child is born (DeCasper & Spence, 1986). Until today, no artificial intelligence has been
created which can learn a language. Healthy newborn children acquire seemingly
effortlessly and rapidly the language of any part of the world, independently from the
parents native language. In the last decades various theories have emerged which try to
explain the language learning process from psychological, linguistic, social, cognitive,
anthropological and neurobiological perspectives; therefore, different theories promote
different factors which can account for the acquisition of language (Chapman, 2000). This
essay is going to evaluate the two main language acquisition theories by Chmosky and
Skinner, and how these different approaches influence the language learning process. It is
going to discuss the importance of critical time and social factors which influence and



promote the language learning process.One of the classical accounts of language
acquisition emerged by Skinner (1957) who was a behaviourist psychologist. In his studies
he revealed that rewards and punishment can shape learning in a simple way: if a
behaviour is rewarded, it is more likely to be repeated, whereas a behaviour which is
punished or not rewarded i...... middle of paper ...... demy of Sciences of the United States,
100(15), 9096-9112.Lenneberg, E. H., (1967). Biological foundations of language. New
York: Wiley.Nelson, K. (1985). Making sense: The acquisition of shared meaning. New
York: Academic Press.Robin S. Chapman (200). Children's Language Learning: An
Interactionist Perspective, Child Psychology and Psychiatry. 41(1), 33-54.Savage-
Rumbaugh, S., Sevcik, R. A., & Hopkins, W. D. (1988). Symbolic cross-modal transfer in
two species of chimpanzees. Child Development. 59, 617-642.Schachner, A. M., &
Hannon, E. E. (2011). Infant-directed speech drives social preferences in 5-month- old
infants. Developmental Psychology, 47, 19-25.Skinner, B. F. (1957). Verbal learning. New
York: Appleton-Century-Crofts.Tomasello, M., & Barton, M. (1994). Learning words in
nonostensive contexts. Developmental Psychology, 30(5), 639-650.

Other Arcticles:

e The Measurement Of Service Quality And Customer Satisfaction Marketing
e Ebay Case Study Marketing Management

¢ Cytoskeleton Research Paper
e Resume For Factory Jobs

e Essay On World Peace Day
e Jay Edelstein Thesis
e Study On Attribution Theory On Health Behavioural Change

e Tv Rating



http://www.tcpdf.org

