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John Papa ‘I'i was an influential figure in Hawaiian history. Not only was he an active
participant on several boards, committees and benches in the Hawaiian government; He
also worked in schools as a kahu (teacher). Though he was best known for his recollection
of life during the Kamehameha reign in Hawaii. His journals were published in the
Hawaiian Language newspaper Kanepaepa Ku'oko’a. John Papa ‘I'i was born in

Waipio, Oahu on August 3, 1800, with the birth name Keoni Kalekane. A series of events
altered his name to become the famous alias, he is he is now referred to by: John Papa
‘I'i. He adopted the name “Papa” after his uncle, who had been his guardian in early
adolescence. He presumably acquired the name “I'i”, due to the...show more content...

In 1910 he accompanied his uncle to become a companion of Liholiho (King Kamehameha
1) and servant in the Royal Hawaiian Court. In 1820 he joined Liholiho to attend schooling
in reading and writing taught by Hiram Bingham. Liholiho was eager for John to attend
missionary schooling, because he wanted to observe the impact Christian teaching would
have on John. After becoming literate, John Papa ‘I'i assisted the missionaries in the
translation of several texts from english to hawaiian. When Liholiho died, John Papa ‘I'i
became a kahu for Victoria Kamamalu. He also served as a member in the King
Kamehameha lll...show more content...

He was one of four men appointed by the king to the Treasury Board in 1842. The




Treasury Board was a grouping of people who set in place a system of organized account
keeping, a feat that had never been previously attempted. He was also a member of the
Privy Council from 1845 to 1859. The Privy Council’s purpose was to provide the King
with the necessary information to make decisions. John Papa ‘I'i was then appointed to
the Board of Land Commissioners to Quiet Land Titles underneath the second organic act
in 1846. He was the only Hawaiian to complete his term on the board. During this time
John Papa ‘I'i was also serving in the House of Nobles. He was their representative and
speaker while the constitution was being created. He held his position in the House of
Nobles until his death in 1870. In 1855 he spent one session in the House of
Representatives. ‘I'i also spent time as a court judge. In 1848 he served as a Superior
Court Judge, he was an Associate Justice in affiliation with the kingdom from 1852-1864
as
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