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The abuse of livestock is a widespread problem that affects everyone who buys and
consumes meat products. Most people are not even aware of how slaughter-destined
animals are treated while alive, what chemicals are forced into their bodies, what they are
forced to eat, and how they are slaughtered. Fortunately, an increasing number of
slaughter plants and small farms have been conforming to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Humane Methods of Slaughter Act (HMSA), after it was passed in
1958, and amended to be fully enforced in 2002, but there are still slaughter plants that
abuse, neglect, and provide poor conditions for livestock (“Humane” Animal). When
looking at the realities of mass producing meat and animal products, two serious problems
arise: the quality of life for the animals, and the possible negative health effects for the
people who consume these products.Abuse is a hard word to define; but one knows it
when one sees it. Being force-fed unnatural diets, receiving unneeded injections of
hormones and antibiotics, both natural and synthetic, slaughtered while still conscious and
fully capable of feeling pain, unprecedented prodding with electrical cattle prods, filthy and
cramped living conditions—this is abuse, and is common in the business of meat
production. Many of these are considered violations of HMSA, but still many forms of
abuse are legal. HMSA defines a violation as use of excessive force, dragging conscious
animals, not providing water, not providing food if an animal will be held in a pen for 24



hours, not providing room to lie down if an animal is being held overnight, and slaughtering
still-conscious animals (“Humane Slaughter”). HMSA does not regulate the antibiotics and
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