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Andrew Largeman in the Garden State, written and directed by Zach Braff, is a movie in
which we see a main character who is detached from life. We watch as Andrew Largeman
grows in his level of emotional capabilities, starting out seemingly unable to feel emotion of
any kind due to being highly meditated by his psychiatrist father, and ending in falling in
love with Sam a girl he meets along the way.

He seems to have a detachment from life based on the fact that the opening scene depicts
airplane crash where he is calm and relaxed and shows no fear. While others around him
are terrified, screaming and crying, he just turns on the air vent and relaxes. He feels
detached, with how he seems ok with dying and shows no emotion. While he does that, a
phone appears ringing, pulling him from his dream into a white room that is very clean and
neat. He has a blank expression on his face as his father tells him, by leaving a message,
that his mother died by drowning in the bath tub. His blank expression doesn’t change

with the news of his mother. He gets up after his father tells him of his mother's death, we
see him looking into the mirror with a split in the middle, and the cabinet behind is full
medicine.

We move on to see him driving to work, we see him stuck in traffic. We come to see that



he doesn't really care, like it doesn't trouble him that a gas pump nozzle is stuck in his tank
still. It seems he doesn't care for his lateness; he also doesn't seem to care much about
the Vietnamese style restaurant he works at. A woman at one of the tables he is waiting on
was being demanding and rude but he just seems not to care much as he walks away. He
seems to just walk though life; at the airport he is in the bathroom washing up; it feels ...

... middle of paper ...

... hot gonna do it, okay? Cause like you said, this is it. This is life. And I'm in love with
you... | think that's the only thing I've ever really been sure of in my entire life. And I'm
really messed up right now, and | got a whole lot of stuff | have to work out, but | don't want
to waste any more of my life without you in it. And | think | can do this. | mean, | want to. |
have to, right?”(Braff)This is Largeman's journey from a man drugged and numb to his
own life into a carefree man who is ready to love and feel the pain.

Largeman journey from a heavily mediated man that felt nothing for anyone or life now has
grow to a man who one love and feel pain his journey with Sam help him see there is more
to life then the medicine cabinet full of meds.
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