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The movie Chocolat, is full of ethical and moral dilemmas that encourage the audience to
delve deeper into the roles that ethics and morals play in society today. There are ethical
and moral dilemmas that the characters face and the solutions are influenced based on
the historical and social contexts of the film. There are moral values that guide the
characters and historical experiences that shaped them. Two moral dilemmas would be,
the “river rats” and the mayor asking people to shy away from them do to their religious
beliefs and the implications that are created when the mayor try’s to reform Serge Lesaut
from being an abusive husband to becoming a distinguished gentleman.
A brief summary of this film includes these main characters, Vianne the woman who
represents freedom, Anouk Vianne’s daughter, Roux who is a “river rat”, Pere Henri who
is the community religious leader, Josephine the abused wife, Serge the abusive husband,
and Comte de Reynaud who is the wealthiest aristocrat and whose morals leads the
community by example. The film is set in a French village where the towns people are
trying to be devout christians. Reynaud, guides the town with his own moral code and
even goes so far as to take over the task of checking over Father Pere’s sermons. The
one day Vianne and Anouk come to town and set up a chocolate shop. Vianne’s
chocolate shop is set up during Lent which angers Reynaud. People start going to the
shop and confiding secrets to Vianne meanwhile Reynaud forbids people to go there.



Vianne with her chocolate, helps one lady to inspire lust in her husband, she helps an old
man build up courage to share his love with a local widow, she helps her landlady end her
hostility, and in the end she helps Reynaud to give i...
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...asures and abstaining from temptations. Yet instead the characters in the story took on a
more violent stance that helped provoke hostility by forcibly barring the river people from
their business and Reynaud inspires Segre to burn the river peoples boats.
Although this movie seems to be acting out the extremest situations of two contrasting
lifestyles and morals, this can also be applied to our everyday life. The movie helps inspire
tolerance and acceptance of other peoples and cultures. You never know where you can
learn something and its helpful not to close doors to other people just because they are
different. Vianne opened up the towns peoples eyes and in turn that helped her chocolate
business be productive.
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