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In a democratic system, a bill goes through two distinct branches, the executive and the
legislative branch. The bill becomes a policy only when it passes the legislative branch and
executive branch. The legislative or executive branches do not have the ability to
implement the policy or law; it is the responsibility of the bureaucracy to implement that
policy. It is public employees who work in the bureaucracy. Almost thirty three percent of 
state and local employees belong to unions. The primary responsibility of the union is to
protect its member’s job and benefits. Over years unions have been able to increase their
strength, while during the same time the state government has been trying hard to reduce
union powers, especially during tough economic times. The focus of this essay is to
describe the conflict between state government and public employee unions, by giving
examples of current clashes between state and unions, how state is trying to curb union
power. The main focus of the essay will be on the ongoing negotiations between unions
and the state of New York.

The conflict between public employee union and the state government can be summarized
in one sentence. The unions would like to increase upon, or at least maintain the same
level of wages and benefits, and the state government tries to reduce them. Government
argues that they need to balance their budget. In 2010, most of the large states were



facing a budget deficit. When the state government facing economic downturns, they only
have two choices to balance their budget. First is to raise taxes, which no politician would
like to introduce. The second way is to reduce government spending, which politician
tends to favour. States like Alabama, Ohio and Arizona,...
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...tions. After the 2010 elections, in 29 states have Republican governor, and Republicans
are controlling 26 legislatures. Republicans would try to hurt unions because they did not
support them in elections. Although it is arguable, whether the reason unions were being
targeted because of their political allegiance is with democrats. Even Democratic
governors are targeting unions because they are facing budget deficit.

In conclusion, the fight between state government and public employee union is inevitable
during tough economic times. When the state government was able balance their and
economic times were good, union were not targeted. As soon state government feels
economic constrains, the first target is public employees. The union try their best to make
them heard, but when public is not on their side, it becomes difficult to succeed in the
negotiations.
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