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“Where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where ignorance prevails, and where
any one class is made to feel that society is an organized conspiracy to oppress, rob and
degrade them, neither persons nor property will be safe”( Douglass). This famous quote
epitomizes the philosophies of Frederick Douglass, in which he wanted everyone to be
treated with dignity; if everyone was not treated with equality, no one person or property
would be safe harm. His experience as a house slave, field slave and ship builder gave
him the knowledge to develop into a persuasive speaker and abolitionist. In his narrative,
he makes key arguments to white abolitionist and Christians on why slavery should be
abolished. The key arguments that Frederick Douglass...show more content...

In his narrative, he states that slaves were compared to animals by the way the slave
owner treated them because slaves were considered as property and not as human
beings. When slaves came into the new world, they were sold and given new names and
over time were supposed to assimilate to the American culture. Since slave masters did
not think slaves could assimilate to the American culture, slave masters kept them as
workers; therefore, slaves were not given an education, leaving them illiterate, and thereby
leaving them without any knowledge on how the American political system works. Slave
owners thought that if slaves would become literate, that slaves would start to question the
rights they have. Frederick argues that slaves lose their identity by accepting the fact that




being a slave is the way life is and that there is nothing else to look forward to in life.
“[Slaves] seemed to think that the greatness of their master was transferable to
themselves” (Douglass 867). Consequently, slaves start to identify with their master rather
than with other slaves by becoming prejudiced of other slaves whose masters were not as
wealthy or as nice as theirs, thereby falling into the traps of the white in which slaves start
to lose their...show more content...

The effects that he claims that damage the slaveholders is they became immoral, lazy,
and too dependent on slaves. Mrs. Auld is the prime example of this damaging effect. At
first, Mrs. Auld was a kind lady who was willing to teach Frederick to read. In addition, she
was a weaver (meaning she had a skill), and this work deterred her away from seeing the
cruelty to slaves. Mr. Auld saw that his wife was trying to instruct Frederick on how to read
but told her it was a bad idea because if Frederick learned to read he would not be a good
slave. Afterwards, her attitude changed towards Frederick and other slaves. She started to
become cruel to the slaves, and Frederick surveys this demoralizing metamorphosis.
“Whilst | was saddened by the thought of losing the aid of my kind mistress, | was
gladdened by the invaluable instructions which, by the merest accident, | had gained from
my master” (Douglass 873). Frederick recognized how fast a person can change their
views on slavery, but this is point at which he discovers that knowledge the key to
freedom. Demoralizing affects on slaveholders would become a major aspect of his plea to
other white
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