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The healthcare industry of the Bahamas is divided into two sectors, public and private
health care. There are five hospitals, which includes two private hospitals and three public
hospitals, and numerous public community clinics along with the many private facilities
through which medical services are rendered (Doctors Hospital, 2009). The Princess
Margaret Hospital, which is the main public facility, according to Smith (2010) in 1905 was
people’s last choice when seeking medical attention. Smith described the then hospital as
being partitioned into four areas, “for the sick, indigent, lepers and insane” (Smith, 2010).
Smith (2010) further expressed that the medical services were free and those that were
financially stable paid for treatment to be carried out at their homes. Today, 108 years
later, much has changed within health care arena. Presently, there is an increase in the
number of persons resorting to the public hospitals and public clinics for medical attention.
For those that are in good financially standings they make use of private hospitals or/and
other private medical facilities. While some people may use the public medical facilities by
choice there are others whom, because of their income or lack of income, have no other
alternative but to fall at the hands of the public services. Too, for many years the Bahamas
has had the problem of immigrants from Haiti crossing the Bahamian borders illegally and
this therefore results in an increase in the funds allocated for the health care industry.
According to McCartney (2010) the Haitian nationals accounted for 11.5% of the Bahamas



population, hence adding to the government health care budget (McCartney, 2013). The
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