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Immigration during the period from the 16th to the 18th century dominated the world
scene. While many immigrants from Europe immigrated to the New World in search of
individualistic freedoms from their respective countries, the vast majority of people moved
to colonial America due to their forceful removal of their native homelands. The search of
new religious freedoms, the population influx of Africans into the New World, and the need
for more slaves to cultivate crops contributed to the major diaspora into the New World.

The issue of religion was very divisive in England during the 16th century. Each individual
pew of a church could be filled with “saints” and “the damned” (American Pageant 44).
The internal dissatisfaction between groups caused many people to separate themselves
from the Church of England. The animosity between the English people spilled over into a
physical confrontation. The Thirty Year War that lasted from 1618-1648 included
Protestants and Catholics. The very nature of religion was tested due to those wars.
Subsequently, the Puritans decided to practice religion freely. Seventy thousand
Puritans/Separatists voyaged to the West Indies and New England from 1630-1642.
Puritan leader John Winthrop felt that he and his follower’s eternal salvation would be
compromised if they did not fully devote themselves to the Lord (Document 4). Puritans felt
that continuing their worship in a divided Church of England would be a deterrent to their



overall goal -- serving the Lord. The fear of being sent to hell superseded any animosity
the Puritans had for the other parishioners of the Church of England. Therefore, Puritans
felt compelled to worship alone in the New World.
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The reasons behind the massive immigration to the New World would transform the entire
world. The original intent of immigrating to America was to gain freedom. Freedom from
oppressive taxes, freedom to worship openly, and the freedom to expand their horizons
(land) caused millions of people to travel to America in hopes of a better life. Spiritually,
the motives behind the Puritans departure from England would shape the first amendment
of the Bill of Rights. Economically, the new nation of America would be impacted by the
production of tobacco. The notion of living cheaper would depend on the hard labor of
thousands of slaves in America. Eventually, the motive of immigrating would relate to
freedom. Slaves did not gain their freedom until 1863 under the Emancipation
Proclamation. However, the immigration of millions would result in their freedom in
America.
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